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TO THE 
RIGHT HONOURABLE 


| Hugh Boſcawen, Th; 


COMPTROLLER of 


His Majeſty's . Houſhold, 


LORD WARDEN of the 


 STANNERIES of Devon and Cornwall, s 


And One of the LORDS of 
His Majeſty” J Moſt Honourable Privy Council. 
SIR, 
7 * E - Following: Sermons , to. which I 


draw a Veil over the Errors of the Performance; 


„ 


make bold to prefix your Honourable 
Name, were deſign d only for the Ute 
of a Private Congregation : But when 
theo the Perſuaſion of ſome Friends, I determin'd 
to make them publick, I could not long doubt to 
Whoſe Patronage I ought to recommend them. 
Tho I was ſenſible, that the Obſcurity of the 
Author might juſtly expoſe me to the Cenſure of 

| Preſumption ; yet when I conſider'd.that they were 
intended to ſupport a Cauſe, which Your Honour 

has been indefatigably active to defend; I began 

to hope, that the Honeſty of the Deſign would 
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11 . Dedication. 


and that if the Latter could not be conceal'd | 


from the Obſervation of your diſtinguiſhing Eye, 
the Former would at leaſt, entitle them to your 


favourable Acceptance. My Purpoſe in them, 


was, to confirm ſome in their Love of, and to |} 
reconcile others to, the beſt Government in the 
World; and to make them ſenſible of the Hap- | 
pineſs they enjoy, and which they can only hope 
to enjoy, under his Majeſty King George and his | 

| Royal Iſſue. This Deſign, I am ſure, can never 0 


want your Honour's Countenance; who, in the 


wort of Times, did fo remarkably diſtinguiſh N 


Four ſelf by your Zeal for the Proteſlant Suc- 
en as the only means of preſerving us from 
Popery and Slavery; and who, ever ſince that 


Succelhon has taken place, have, with an Indu- 


ſtry peculiar to your ſelf, purſu d ſuch Meaſures 
as conduce moſt effectually to render our preſent 


Happineſs as laſting as it is deſirable. That you be 


were always hearty in this Cauſe, and did with 


inflexible Conſtancy, , eſpouſe the Intereſt of the | 
Nation in general, and of this Country in parti- | 


cular, is ſo well known, that your moſt Virulent | 


Enemies had nothing to alledge, whereby to ſtain 


pour Unblemiſh'd Character, or juſtifie their own | 
Malice : But were fain to have recourſe to that 


common Topick of Defamation, which has been 


thrown in the Teeth of all thoſe Worthy Patri- 
ots, who have diſcover'd a juſt Concern for the 


7 Prozeſtang Religion, and the Liberties of their Ii, 


” ountry, Want of Alfection for the Church of Eng- 
land. This Artikce indeed has been carried 


on to ſuch a Degree, as to become almoſt a 
real Badge of DittinRion : Inſomuch that one 


can 


can hardly believe him a Friend of the Church, 
who has not been reproached as her Enemy, 
buy a fort of Men, who aſſumed to themſelves 
the Glory of being her only Patrons ; and whoſe 
þ boaſted Zeal for her Security, did demonſtrate it 


| | Notions of Church Diſcipline, tho they give all 
the Security the Government has thought need- 


leaſt important Concerns of Religion, without 


in a Conſpiracy againſt his own Church. 1s this 
- [the Spirit of the Church of England, which theſe 
Men pretend to be ated by? No; nor is it the 
a Spirit of Chriſtianity ; but the Spirit of a Facti- 
e 
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| ſelf, by well nigh putting it out of the Power of 

L her True Friends to preſerve her from Deſtruti- 

| But our honeſt Countrymen, I hope, begin 
74 return to their Underſtandings, and will no 

more ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed on by ſo groſs 

a Delufion. They who are beſt acquainted with 

N | your Honour, know, that no Man has the Inte- 

reſt of our Church more at Heart, than your 

| ſelf. Nor do your Enemies pretend any beer 

Foundation for the Objection than this, that you 

are not very fond of perſecuting Diſſenting Pro- 

| reſtants ; but are willing to continue to them the 

| Liberty of Worſhipping God according to the 

Direction of their Conſciences. As if it were 

inconſiſtent with the Character of an Honeſt 

Man, to indulge in any meaſure to the Conſcien- 

ces of ſuch as are unhappily miſtaken in their 
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ful, for their peaceable Behaviour: Or, as if a 
Man could not ſhew a compaſſionate Diſpoſition 
towards a Society of Chriſtians, erroneous in the 
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whatever Perſuaſion, who ſhew an Affection to 
the preient Government, and a Reſolution to ſup- 
Port it. For, after all, it may with Truth be . 
firm'd, that it is not fo much upon the Account q 
ok any Differences with regard to Church Com- * 
munion, that they would have Diſſenters cruſh- 
ed; as becauſe they are a Body of Men, who 
adhere faithfully to our Civil Eſtabliſnment: 
Other w iſe they 1 alike diſcharge their Re- | 
ſentments againſt all, who Rand at the fame 
| Diſtance from us. And yet do they not moſt 
lovingly embrace Nonjurors, who. declare us all | 
Schilmaricks, cut off from the Body of Chriſt 2 | 
Do they not hand their Seditious Pamphlets a- | 
bout the Country, and recommend the Doctrine 
contained in them, as Sound and Orthodox?! 
Do they not joyn latereſts with Men of an | 
Idolatrous 5 ſworn Enemies to our | 
Conſtitution, who differ far more widely from | 
us in Religious Matters; and all this out of pure 
Love to the Church of England? Thanks be to | 
God, that you, Sir, and Men of your Principles, 
have by other Meaſures, provided for her Safety. 
This is what will make your Names thine in- Hi --- 
ſtory, and will endear your Memory to Poſteri- J. 
ty, as it does your Perſons to the preſent Age.“ 
When Malice and Envy ſhall forbear their impo- 
tent Aſlaults, and ceaſe to detract from True | 
Worth and Vertue , it will remain upon Record, | 
who were the Oppoſers of Tyranny, who. the | 
Aſſerters of Liberty, who the Patrons of Religi- | 
on; and they will be eiſtinguiſhd with a vene- | 
rable Reſpect from ſuch as ſhall have obtained to 
themſelves an Infamous Character, by ws 
their 
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their Country, by defeating the Purpoſes of a Vi- 
ctorious War, by a ſhameful Abandoning their Al- 


lies, in ſpite of all the Obligation and Faith of So- 


lemn Treaties ; and, in a Word, by their Love of 
Slavery and Chains. Among the Former of theſe, 
your Honour will make a conſiderable Figure. 

Your unweary'd Diligence and Application in the 
Management of Buſineſs, give a Lu- 3 
ſtre to thoſe Rare Qualities, which 


Virtutis laus 

5 tes ICH omnis in acti- 
render you capable of the moſt im- ove fete. 
portant Charges, which diſtinguiſh Cic. de Offic. 


you in the Senate, and have calld you to the 
Council- Board. And you will be placd among 
the Foremoſt in the Catalogue of Britiſb Heroes, 
. who ſcorn to ſacrifice their Country for private 
Gain, and who made a Noble Stand againfl the 
| molt Arbitrary Attempts that were ever uſed to 
deeſtroy this Church and Nation. This procures 
Fou the Love of all Honeſt Britons, as well as the 
Eſteem of your Royal Maſter, who knows how to 
valde conſtant Service and unſhaken Loyalty. 
That you may go on, Sir, by further Services to 
merit the Applauſe and Favour of yeur Prince and 
Country; and that, when loaden with Years and 
J. Honours, you ſhall be gather'd to your Fathers, 
>, | your hopeijul Offspring may keep alive your Name 
and Character, and by a like vertuous Conduct 
obtain a like deſerved Fame, are the ſincere Wiſh= 


es, May it pleaſe your Honour, of 
ear Hogour's moſt Humble and 
Moſt Obedient S erva At, 


Stephen Lobe. 
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SERMON I. 
Preachd January 30. I Th 


* 


GEN. 49. 6, 7. 


1 0 my Soul, come not thou into their Secret, unto 
their Aſſembly ; ; mine Honour, be not thou united: _ 
For in their Anger they ſlew a Man, and in their 


 Self-will they digged down a Wall. 


* C rſed be their Anger, for it was Herre; and their 


Wrath, for: it was cruel. 


ftroying their City, after they had in a moſt ſo- 


| lemn manner contracted Friendſhip with them; an Account 
of which barbarous Action we have 1n the 34th Chapter. The 
good Patriarch could not diſſemble his Reſentment of ſo foul 
an Impiety : Bur now, that he is every Minute in expecta- 
tion of Death, declares to them his utter Abhorrence of their 


Treachery and Baſeneſs. O my Soul, come not thou into their 


Secret: J. d. I was ſo far from being privy to their dark 
Contrivance, and giving Approbation to ſo vile a Deed, that 
my Soul abhors their Cruelty and Injuſtice. Unto their A. 


ſembly, mine Honour, be not thou united: g. d. Neither did, or 


ſhall my Tongue ever ſpeak a Word in vindication of them: 


| For the Tongue 1 1s frequently 1 in — called our Honour, 


n 
- 


HESE Words were ſpoken by _ old Sa; 
concerning his two Sons Simeon and Levi, Who | 
had been guilry of a notorious Breach of Faith, in 
murdering Hamor, his Son Shecbem, and in de- : 


or 
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or our Glory, as might be prov'd by many Inftances, were it need- 


ful. So that he here abſolutely difowns their Action; and pro- 


feſſes, that he neither explicitly nor implicitly approv 4 of, or 
conſented to their Villainy. For in their Anger they ſlew a Man, 


Here, by an uſual Figure, we have one Number pur for ano— 
ther: For if we conſult the Hiſtory, we ſhall find, that they, 
flew not only Shechem, who had offended them; bur all the 
Males of the City: Tho' it is probable, he was principally 
intended, as being the Perſon upon whoſe account the Agree- 
ment bet ixt the Children of Iſrael and the Shechemites was 
made. And in their Self-will they digged down a Wall, 
After they had ſlain the Inkabicanr, they deftroyed the Cir 5 1 


and that not in the Hear of a violent Paſſion, which might 


ba ve been ſome Excuſe, or ar leaſt, an Alleviarion of their 
Crime: But after time for Deliberation, they wiifully reſolvd 


to put in Execution their wicked Purpoſe, What follows at 


the Beginning of the next Verſe, is only a further Declaration 
| how much he diſlik'd their Enterprize, and the Violence with | 
which it was performed. Curſed be their auger, for it was | 
Herce; and their Wrath, for it was cruel, 7 
From the Words thus explained, 1 al wake theſe follow- 
ing Obſervations, : 


Firſt, 3 the 8 a which 1 this Good F 7 | 
condemns the Fact of his rwo Sons, we may Ialer the horrid 1 


and crying Guilr which did attend.) Mo 


Secondly, We may oblerve has it Pi becomes a Good . 
Man to declare his utter Abhorrence and Deteſtation of fuck F-: 
notorious and abominavle Crimes. 1 


Oo hel e in their Order. 


Firſt, [From the 88 with which: this God: MM | 
condemns the Fact of his two Sons, we may iafer the horrid ä 


and crying Guilt which did attend it. 
The Reſentment of Pious Facob was bert in ſome mea- 


= fare proportionable ro the Enormity of the Crime his two 
Sons had committed. This we may be ſure of, that he did 
not exceed the Bounds of Reaſon, in expreſſing his Diſlike of 


in: For what he ſpoke, was not the Reſult of an inflam'd 
Paſſion, cor the Effect of a furious and inconſiderate Mind; 


hut the Sentence Was pronounced a long time e after the Com- 


miſſion 
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miſſion of the Crime; and proceeded from a juſt Indignation 
againſt a Fact ſo deteſtable, which was breath d into his Soul 
by the Spirit of God, Had the Fact been capable of any Ex- 


cuſe; or could any Colour have been pur upon it, that might 
make it look tolerable in the Eyes of the World, no doubt bur 


Paternal Affection would have inclined him to palliate the 
Fault, and put the bet Conftruction upon the Behaviour of 


his Children, Bur ſuch was the horrid Nature of it, that no 
ſooner did their good Father hear what the) had done, bur he 
was immediately fiilld with a Scnſe of their Injuſtice. m 


It requiiid no long time to examine the Force of Argu- 


ments that might be urged in their behalf: There was no 
need to deliberate upon the Equity of their Proceedings: The 
Cale was plain and obvious; and ir was impoſſible for any 

one to judge amiſs of ir, who was acquainted with the Dif- 
ference betwixt Good and Evil. This he was ſo ſenſible of, 


that he thought, and not without Reaſon, that the Wicked- 


nels of his Sons would render them the Objects of an uni- 

| verſal Hatred, and bring an indelible Reproach upon himſelf 
and his Family. ' Nay, more, he juitly fear'd, thar all Man- 
Find would think themſelves oblig'd to revenge the Wrong, 
and inflict an exemplary Puniſhment on fo notorious a Breach 


of Faith. For thus we read ar the 13th Verſe of the 34 


Chapter, that Jacob (aid ro Simeon and Levi, Ve have troubled 
me, to make me to ſtink among the Inhabitants of the Land, 
among the Canaanites and the Perizzites ; and I being few in 
Number, they jhall gather themſelves together apainſt me, and ſlay. 
ne; and I ſhall be deſtroyed, I and my Houſc. Thus we ſee 
F how deeply apprehenſive this Good Man was of the odious 
Nature of his Childrens Crime, and how much he feared the 
| Reientment of the neighbouring Countries upon the account 
of it. But in order to the fixing in your Minds a juſter No- 
tion of rhe heinous Guilt they had incurtr'd by the Perpetra- 
tion of that Crime, which the Pious Patriarch in my Text, 
expreſſes fo vehement a Deteſtation of, I ſhall a little more 
particularly conſider the Fact it (elf, rogerher with the black ” 
1 Circumftances which did attend it. 


The Preſervation of Human Life is ane of the firft and prin- 


cipal Laws of Nature: For Mankind being made for Society; - 
and being defign'd by their Creator to be mutvally helpful and 


affifting to one another; he that fall take away a Man's 


Life, does nor only affront God, who was pleas dito grant him 
an Exiſtence; but is injurious alſo ro the reſt of the World, 


Ba Re who 
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who are thereby depriv'd of the Benefit and Advantage of thoſe 


Endeavours, by which he might have contributed to the publick 
Good. Wherefore God was pleaſed to denounce a very ſevere 
Curſe againſt the firſt Male factor of this kind; and to make Cain, 


Who had ſlain his innocent and righteous Brother, an Example 


of the Divine Vengeance on the Sin of Murder, to all ſuccee- 
ding Generations. And becauſe the Commands of Nature 


were not lufficient to reſtrain this wicked Man from acting his 


intended Violence, it pleas'd the Great Governour of the 
World to eſtabliſh it very early by a poſitive Law, that no one 
ſhould preſume to take away the Life of Man; and in order 
to preſerve the Authority of that Law, to annex unto it this 


dreadful Sanction, that Death ſhouid be the Reward of him | 


who dard to doit. Hhoſo ſheddeth Man's Blood, by Man 


ſhall hy Blood be ſhed, Gen. 9. 6. There are but two things | 
rhat can juſtifie any Man in Inpeiving another of bis Lite. 
The firſt is, that he have Authority committed unto him by | 
God for tbat purpoſe; that the Power of Life and Death be 
duely lodg'd in his Hands; and in the next place, that the 
offending Party have done things worthy of Death. And 


where both of theſe cannot be juſtly pleaded, he who pre- 


tends to puniſh another Man with Death, becomes his guilty 

| Murderer, and does himſelf deſerve the ſame untimely End. | 

And that neither of theſe could be pleaded in the Caſe be- 
fore us, is very certain. And here I need nor enquire, whee | 
her che Provocation given by Shechem to the Iſraelites, when 


| he defiled their Siſter, would have been ſufficient to juſtifie a 


War (which undoubtedly would have put a Period to many 
Lives ) provided Hamor, the Prince of the Country, had re- 


fus'd to do them Juſtice, by inflicting a proper Puniſhment 
upon his Son. Ir is ſufficient ro our preſent purpoſe, that 


the matter was more peaceably accommodared, and that an 
Agreement was made betwixt them, ſo far as did then appear, 
to the entire Satisfaction of each Party. But tho? Simeon and 
Levi, thoſe Sons of Violence, diſſembled well their Paſſion 
for a while ; yer at length the latent Fury broke out into a 
Flame, and they ſatiated their revengeful Appetites with | 
Murder and Devaſtation. Thoſe divine Laws which pro- 
hibit Murder, could not influence theſe bloody- minded Men; 
but they gave a Looſe to Paſſion, and ſned Blood without 
Authority, without Cauſe: For how great ſoever the Injury 
they recciv'd from Shechem be ſuppos d to be; yer upon what 


account did Hamor, — with the reft of his innocent 
— Lobes, 


on January 30. 177. 


Subjects, deſerve to be put ro Death? Why muſt the Harm- 
leſs and Inoffenſive be involv'd in that Punihment, hich one 
guilty Perſon only had deſerv'd ? But I muſt not forget to 


add one aggravating Circumſtance, which renders the Wic- 


kedneſs of theſe Perſons ſtill more deteſtable; namely, that 
they pur in execution their barbarous Contrivance againſt the 
innocent Shechemites, ſoon after a folemn Covenant of Friend- 
ſhip had been confirm'd betwixt them, Had they upon the 
firſt hearing of the Aﬀront which was offerd them, immedi- 
arely reveng d themſelves in that manner, tho' it would not 


have juſtify'd them, yet it had been ſome imall Extenuation of 


their Guilt 3 ſome Allowances muſt have been made for the 
firſt Sallies of Paſſion, for the Eagerneſs and Warmih, of an 
enragd Mind: But when Men grow cool, and can with a 


Mere act even Temper premeditate Miichict 3 when at the 


ſame time that they pretend Kindnels and Affection, they can 


| reſolve upon Revenge; when they can enter into Leagues and 
Covenants, only to gain a fairer Opportunity ro accompliſh 


|} ther Villainy without Suſpicion; when, I ſay, they can do this, 
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| crying Sin, theſe Sons of Facob were guilty of, „„ 
Leet us now take into Conſideration, another Fact, which is, 
in ſome reſpects, parallel unto this we have been {jeaking of; 
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they are alrogether inexculable, and their Baſeneſs is ro be 


abhorr'd by afl Mankind: Thus we ſee what an horrible and 


which in none falls ſhort of it, and in moſt excceds it. 1 


mean, the Wickedneſs we are this Day to humble our ſelves 
for. For if ever Man died undeſervedly, if ever innocent 
I Blood were ſhed, it was on this Fatal Day. There is no need 


to ſay, that King Charles's Government was free from all 


Miſmanagements. If they, whole proper Buſineſs it was to | 
be thoroughly acquainted with our Conſtitution, did fo far 
betray their Truft, as to declare that to be Legal, which was 
* prejudicial ro, and inconſiſtent with the juſt Liberttes of the 
Subject, they ought to have accounted for the Errors, into 
|} which they miſ-led a good Prince, For ſo great a Lover of 
| Juſtice was he, that (as it is reftify d concerning him by one“, 


who is generally acknowledg'd an impartial Hiſtorlan) no Tem- 


ptation could diſpoſe him to a wrongful Action, except it was 
I ſo diſguis'd that he believd it to be juſt, And as he was thus 
| exactly righteous towards Man, more eſpecially towards thoſe 


— 


whom God had plac'd under his immediate Care and Protecti- 
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q on; ſo he was no leis obſervant of his Duty towards God, 
1 his own Excellent Works being left as a Monument of his 
ö incomparable Piety and Devotion. What then could render 
him worthy of the Treatment he met with? He had certainly 
no Perſonal Fault, upon the account of which he could de- 
| ſerve ſo ſevere a Fate. Wherefore we muſt acknowledge, 
S that had his Barbarous Judges been never ſo duly authoriz d 
to bring him ro their Tribunal, and try him as a Criminal, 
dais Innocence was ſo apparent and well known, even to them- 
{ ſelves, that his Death was cauſeleſs, and conſequently Mur- 
. der. Bur by What Authority, all the while, did they erect | 
0  _ themſelves into a pretended Court of Juſtice ! And who gave | 
them Commiſſion to try and condemn their King? J know, 
tit has been pretended, that the Exigency of Affairs at tha: 
time required ſuch a Method of Procedure, and that Neceſſity 
will anſwer for great Irregularities, and juſtifie the Omiſſion 
of thoſe Forms, which at other times muſt carefully be ob- 
ſerv'd. But how weak an Anſwer 1s this? For was it neceſ- 
ſary, I pray, that the Diſtreſſed Inhabitants of Three Kingdoms 
mould be left as Sheep without a Shepherd, that greedy 
Wolves might have the fairer Opportunity to plunder and 
oppreſs them? Was it nece ſſary, that their Lawful Sovereign 
mould be murder'd, to make way for Traytors and Uſurpers 
to tyrannize over them without Controul? Was it neceſſary, 
that our Ancient moſt Excellent Conſtitution ſnould be diſcar- 
dead, and give place to the New Schemes of a few crafty 
Politicians, calculated only to gratifie their own Ambition, 
aud raiſe themſelves to that Height of Power and Authority, 
from which they unjuftly depos'd their Rightful Prince? In 
fine, was it neceſſary that the Nation ſhould be diftracted 
with New Forms of Government, till, weary with a long Suc- | 
ceſſion of Changes and Alterations, they were forc'd ro fix | 
upon the Old Eftabliſhmenr, as that only which could afford 
them laſting Security and Satisfaction? Thus we ſee, that as 
the Innocence of the Royal Sufferer ſhould have skreen'd him | 
from the Violence of Blood-thirfty Men; fo the want of | 
Authority in his pretended Judges ſhould have reftraind them 
from pronouncing ſo ſevere a Sentence. Upon both theſe ac- | 
counts therefore, namely, the Innocence of the ſuppoſed Of- 
fender, and the want of a Commiſſion from God in thoſe 
who undertook to be his ]ndges, muſt that ſhedding of Blood, 
which we this Day bewail, be acknowledged criminal- And 
further, with reſpect to this Crime, there was ſuch a Com- 
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on January 30. 16. —» 
plication of aggravating Circumſtances, as cannot calily be 
enumerated, As Simeon and Levz did not undertake their 


Villaiay againſt the Shechemsres, till they had enter'd into a 
League of Friendſhip with them; ſo neither did the Regicides 
of this Day, act their cruel Tragedy, till they had firſt ſolemn- 


y covenanted to preſerve his Majefty's Ro: al Perſon, and had 


| lifted up their Hands ro Heaven; in token of their Fidelity. 

The Fortner made an Aſſault upon their Ally, whom they had 

promis d not to moleſt, the Latter upon their Lawfu] Sove- 
reign, whom they had engag'd to defend: Thoſe therefore, 
were indeed perfidious, but could not be call'd Rebels; Theſe, 
as if the Guilt of Perjury, and Breach of Faith were not 
enough, outdo them in Wickedneſs, and add Rebellion to their 
Treachery. God forbid that we ſhould think all, or the greateſt 
Part of thoſe who took the Covenant, did ſo with a Deſign to 
break it; Nay, I make no Queſtion, bur that very Clauſe con- 
cerning his Majefty's Preſervation, was an Inducement to 


many honeſt Minds to comply with it. Bur the principal A- 


ctors in this Rebellion, who impos'd on the eafie and unthink- 
tk 
mation, kept ſecret from them their treacherous Purpoſes, till they 
knew it was beyond their Power to prevent it. Multitudes who 
art firſt repos'd an undue, an vnreaſonable Confidence in them, 
ſaw thro their ill Deſigns, when it was too late to prevent the 
Murder they abhorr d. But when theſe pretended Saints, had 
gotten it in their Power, to execute the inhuman Deed their 
| Malice had contrivd; they threw away the Mask, and with 
| a remorſleſs Fury, ſhed the innocent Blood of that Royal Per- 
| ſon, whoſe Sacred Character, had he nothing elſe to boaſt of, 
| ſhould have ſecur'd him from ſo violent an Aſſault. And now 
I I hope, enough has been (aid to ſhew the herrid and crying 
| Guilr, which has made this Day ſo remarkable  _ 
It is time for me to proceed to my y „ 
- Second Obſervation; namely, that it highly becomes a 
| Good Man to declare his utter Abhorrence and Deteſtation 
Jof ſuch abominable Crimes. Good Old Jacob with all ima- 
ginable Vehemence expreſs'd his Indignation at his Sons Wic- 
| kedneſs. Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce; and their Vrath, 
| for it was cruel. And ſhall we make any Scruple to condemn 
an Action, which is the Shame and Reproach of our Country, 
and of the Proteſtant Reform'd Religion, which we profeſs ? 
| |} When ſucceſsful Rebellion has been improv'd to ſuch Degrees 
of Wickedneſs, and proſperons Trayrors have triumph'd over 


ing People, with ſham Pretences to a Zeal for Piety and Refor- 
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juſtifie; and to be ſilent on ſo lad an Occafion, looks too 
much like an Approbation of the Fact. Princes have indeed 


been often murder'd heretofore ; but the Contrivers of the 
_ Miſchief were wont ro be conceal%d ; and even the bold In- 


Arumenrs of their Cruelty would chule Secreſie aud Retire- 


ment, as aſham'd to own the Crimes which they fear'd not to 


commit. And yet theſe are Practices which every Man pro- 
feſſes to abhor. When therefore the Murder of a King ſhall 


be the Subject of an open Debate, and introduc'd with the 


Solemnity of a Formal Frial; when Sentence of Execution 


hall be publickly pronounced, and Death inflicted on him in 
the Face of the Sun, in the Metropolis of his Kingdom, and | 
before his own Palace Gate; if any ſober Man can forbear | 
exclaiming upon ſo fad an Occaſion, his Silence muſt proceed | 


from Amazement and Horror at the Vileneſs and Impiety of 


the Deed. For it is but juſt and reaſonable, that as we ex-! 
toh the Laudable Actions of Worthy Men, thereby to recom- 
mend the Imitarion of their Vertues to ſucceeding Generations; 
ſo we ſhould condemn all infamous Practices, by this means [ 
to diſcourage thoſe who come after, from commiſſion of thoſe þ 
Deeds which will infallibly expoſe them to Reproach and 
Shame. Wherefore, let us with the greateſt Sincerity, * | 
our Diſlike, our Deteſtation of the Sin of this Day, and . 
clare it to be a moſt execrable Fact, and ſay, with the Good | 
Man in my Text; Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce ; and 
their Wrath, for it was cruel, Curſed be the Rage, Fury, 
„ enels, Obſtinacy and Self. will, which occafion'd all | 
thoſe Tumults, Rapines, Murders and Devaſtations, which at | 
laſt ended in the Execution of an Excellent Prince. By this] 
Means ler us endeavour to wipe off the Reproach of a Fact, | 
which otherwiſe will make us to ftink _— the Inhabiranr $ 
of the Farch, En | 
And the Providence of God denn in a more 3 VIE 
ner to call upon us at this Time, to let the World know how | 
much we condemn and diſapprove, nor only that vile Action 11 
have been ſpeaking of, bur all thoſe Practices, which prepard | 
the Way unto it: For, as you all know, a Rebellion has been | 
commenc'd, and is at this. very time carried on, without all 
Reaſon, againſt his Sacred Majeſty King George, our only Law- | 
ful and Rigbtful Sovereign, by a Pack of Miſcreants, who have | 
ſactiſc'd all Conſcience and Honour, and whoſe Treachery and | 
Rreack of Faith, will fix ſuch an Infamous Brand upon heir | 


Memory, 
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on January 30. 1777. ; 
Memory, as will render them odious to all Poſterity, to 
whom the Hiſtory of their Treafons ſhall be tranſmnted. 


We can make no Scruple, to declare our Abhorrence of fo 


groundleſs a Rebellion. Here's no Pretence of Grievances that 


need to be redreſs d. Here's no Foundation for Clamour 


againſt evil Minifters, who have counſell'd a Breach of our 


Privileges, rhe Invaſion of our Properties, the Overthrow of 


our Conſtitution. Never was there a more Righteous Admi- 
niſtration, never leſs room for Murmurs and Complaints, 
never weaker Pretences to jnftifie a Rebellion. For my part, 


I think it my Duty, in this publick Manner, to bear my Te- 
ffimony againſt it; and I hope, every one hete will be read 
in his Station, to contribute his utmoſt Endeavours to the 


Suppreffion of it, and to ſtop the Progreſs of thoſe Enemies of 


their Country, who are ſeeking to enflave us; thar you will 
think nothing too much to pay, nothing to difficult to under- 
take in ſo juſt a Cauſe; that you will not count your Lives 
dear to you; bur will be ready, if Need require, with the high 

Praifes of God in your Mouths, to take a Two-edged Sword 
in your Hands to execute Vengeance on your Rebellions 
Fellow-Subjects, ro bind their pretended King in Chains, aud 
his Adherents in Ferrers of Iron. It is a Glorious Canfe, and 


a moſt Righreous Undertaking. All that is dear to us, is 
concern d in the Event: Our Civil Rights and Properties, and 


above all, that pure and undefil'd Religion which we profeſe, lies 
at ſtake. ' In a Word, it is the Cauſe of Liberty, it is the Cauſe 
of our Church, ir is the Cauſe of God. You will have the Pray- 
ers and good Wiſhes of alt the reform'd World, whoſe Intereſt 
is wrappd up in ours, and who, if we periſh, will ſoon 
follow ro a like Deſtruction. All good Chriſtians will com- 
mend your Zeal ; Pofterity will record your Fame; you 
will have the Applauſe of your own Conſclences, and the Ap- 
probation of God. You will have none to oppoſe you, bur 
lacobites, Nonjurors, Bloodrhirſty Papiſts, Perjur'd Proteſtants, 
and an attainted Impoſtor. Never be diſcourag'd by the 
Number of their Friends among our ſelves, or by the Foreign 
Alſſiſtance which they boaft of; bur ſhew your ſelves true 
Engliſhmen, and true Patriots. Not to defend, is ro betray 
our Country; and if we are unwilling to die for our Religi- 


on, we are Apoſtates from rhe Faith. 


Fr is time for us to be upon our Guard, when the Enemy 
wages open War againft us. We were long enough lolÞd a- 


ſleep by a ſort of Men, who made a Jeft of all our Fears; 
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Majeſty in Affl iction; not to condemn, is in ſome ſence, to 
jultifie; and ro be ſilent on ſo lad an Occaſion, looks too 
much like an Approbation of the Fact. Princes have indeed 
been often murder'd heretofore; but the Contrivers of the 


Miſchief were wont to be conceal%d ; and even the bold In- 


flruments of their Cruelty would chule Secreſie and Retire- 


ment, as aſham'd to own the Crimes which they fear'd not to 
commit. And yet theſe are Practices which every Man pro- 
feſſes to abhor. When therefore the Murder of a King ſhall 


be the Subject of an open Debate, and introduc'd with the 
Solemnity of a Formal Frial; when Sentence of Execution 


ſhall be publickly pronounced, and Death inflicted on him in 


the Face of the Sun, in the Metropolis of his Kingdom, and | 
before his own Palace Gate; if any ſober Man can forbear | 
exclaiming upon ſo ſad an Occaſion, his Silence muſt proceed 
from Amazement and Horror at the Vileneſs and Impiery of 
the Deed. Forir is but juſt and reaſonable, that as we ex- 
to the Laudable Actions of Worthy Men, thereby to recom- 
mend the Imitation of their Vertues ro ſucceeding Generations; 
ſo we ſhould condemn all infamous Practices, by this means ” 
to diſcourage thoſe who come after, from commiſſion of thoſe 
Deeds which will infallibly expoſe them to Reproach and 
Shame, Wherefore, let us with the greateſt Sincerity, * | 
our Diſlike, our Dereſtation of the Sin. of this Day, and : 
clare it to be a moſt execrable Fact, and ſay, with the Good | 
Man in my Text; Curſed be their Anger, for it was fierce ; and | 
their Wrath, for it was cruel, Curſed be the Rage, Fury, |: 
Pervereneſs, Obftinacy and Self. will, which occation'd all Þ 
thoſe Tumults, Rapines, Murders and Devaſtations, which at 
laſt ended in rhe Execution of an Excellent Prince. By this | 
| Means let us endeavour to wipe off the Reproach of a Fact, 
which otherwiſe will make us to fink —_ the inhabitants : 
L of the Earth. þ 
And the Providence of God ſeems, in a more elpecial Man- 
ner to call upon us at this Time, to let the World know how | 
much we condemn and diſapprove, not only that vile Action I | 
have been ſpeaking of, bur all thoſe Practices, which prepar | 
the Way unto it: For, as you all know, a Rebellion has been | 
commenc'd, and is at this. very time carried on, without all 
| Reaſon, againſt his Sacred Majeſty King George, our only Law- | 
ful and Rightfu! Sovereign, by a Pack of Miſcreants, who have | 
ſactific'd all Conſcience and: Honour, and whoſe Treachery and | 
Breach of Faith, will fix ſuch an infamous Brand upon their 


Memory, 


on January 30. 177. 


We can make no Scruple, to declare our Abhorrence of ſo 


groundleſs a Rebellion. Here's no Pretence of Grievances that 
need to be redreſs d. Here's no Foundation for Clamour 
> againſt evil Minifters, who have counſell'd a Breach of our 
Privileges, rhe Invaſion of our Properties, the Overthrow of 


our Conſtitution. Never was there a more Righteous Admi- 


'  niftration, never leſs room for Murmurs and Complaints, 
never weaker Prerences to juſtifie a Rebellion. For my part, 
I think it my Duty, in this publick Manner, to bear my Te- 
ftimony againſt it; and I hope, every one hete will be ready 
in his Station, to contribute his urmoſt Endeavours to the 


Supprefffon of it, and to ſtop the Progreſs of thoſe Enemies of 
their Country, wao are ſeeking to enflave us; thar you will 


think nothing roo much to pay, nothing to difficult to under- 
take in ſo juſt a Cauſe; that you will not count your Lives 
dear to you; bur will be ready, if Need require, with the high 
Praifes of God in your Mouths, to take a Two-edged Sword 
in your Hands to execute Vengeance on your Rebellions 
PFellou-Subjects, ro bind their pretended King in Chains, and 
his Adherents in Fetters of Iron. It is a Glorious Canfe, and 
a moſt Righreous Undertaking. All chat is dear to us, is 
concern d in the Event: Our Civil Rights and Properties, and 
above all, that pure and undefil'd Religion which we profeſe, ttes 
ar ſtake. | In a Word, it is the Cauſe of Liberty, it is the Cauſe 
bol our Church, it is the Cauſe of God. You will have the Pray- 
ers and good Wiſhes of alt the reform'd World, whoſe Intereſt 


is wrappd up in ours, and who, if we periſh, will ſoon 


follow to a like Deſtruction. All good Chriftrans will com- 
mend your Zeal ; Pofteriry will record your Fame; you 
will have the Applauſe of your own Conſciences, and the Ap- 
\ Probation of God. You will have none to oppoſe you, bur 
lacobites, Nonjurors, Bloodthirſty Papiſts, Perjur'd Proteſtants, 
and an atrainred Impoſtor. Never be diſcourag'd by the 
Number of their Friends among our ſelves, or by the Foreign 
Alſſiſtance which they boaft of; but ſhew your ſelves true 
Engliſhmen, and true Patriots. Not to defend, is ro betray 
our Country; and if we are unwilling to die for our Religi- 
on, we are Apoſtates from the Faitng. | 


It is time for us to be upon our Guard, when the Enemy 


wages open War againſt us. We were long enough lull'd a- 


ſleep by a ſort of Men, Who made a Jeft of all our Fears; 
85 n nM | 5 


Memory, as will render them odious to all Poſterity, to 
whom the Hiſtory of their Treafons ſhall be rranfminted. 


* 
— e © Og Eo re *³3.“L —— ͤ — — — 
— ö — * 


N ER > er ee 


Sta Et ca Gs Cantor wi. ee ere 


2 
. 


—_ 


22 4 . 


F AEDST dXAMXK—K—— — + 


—_, 


10 4 SERMON reach! 


or repreſented them as ſo many ſeditious Jealouſies, deſigned 
only to bring an Odium upon the Government. Thus were 


we deluded into a Fatal Security, till it was almoſt roo late to 
prevent the Danger. But the Event has diſcover'd the Cheat; 
and the Conduct of our Adverſaries has prov'd our Fears 
juſt, and our Complaints reaſonable. Prot. 

Falſe Brethren among our lelves, have, like Simeon and Levi, 
_ curſedly combin'd to deftroy all true Lovers of our Church 


and Country. They have lifted up their Arm, and have ſtruck | 
at the very Root of our Conflitution, and have pleas'd them- 


| ſelves with the Hope, that they ſhould in a little time be able 


els'd Papiſts and 


io overturn it. Does it not then become; nay,1s it not the Duty 


of every Loyal Subject and good Proteſtant, openly to declare 


againſt their Trealons and Inſurrections? Why then do not 


they, who make ſuch loud Exclamations againſt a Rebellion long 
ſince committed, manifeſt as ſincere a Zeal againſt the pre- 
ſent? Why are they fo ſhy of condemning it; and when 
they are forc'd to ſpeak of it, expreſs their Diſlike with ſuch 
a cold Indifference, as if they were unwilling to be thought 


Parties in the Caſe? Is this a time to ſtand neuter? Shall Pa- 

piſts and Apoſtate Church- men hazard their Eſtates, their 

Lives, their Souls, to ſubject us to a Popiſh Tyrant ; and ſhall 
we be unconcern'd whether they ſucceed or not? He that is 
indifferent in ſuch an important Caſe, may juſtly be efteem'd 


an Accomplice with the Rebels. I rremble ro think of the 

diſmal Conſequences of this Rebellion, if God , for the 
Puniſhment of our Sins, ſhould ſuffer our Enemies to prevail 
_ againſt us. Their profcisd Deſign is to dethrone the King; 
and if they ſhould ſecure his Perſon, we have reaſon to be- 
| heve, he would hardly eſcape with a better Fate, than his 
Predeceſſor, whoſe Death we this Day commemorate. No, 
he would die, in truth, a Martyr, tho' condemn'd by them 
for an Uſurper; and 5 many of his Royal Family as they 
ſnould get into their 


be introduc'd with State; and our Temples, conſecrated to 
the Service of the only True God, be made Receptacles of 


Shrines, and Images, and Relicts of pretended Saluts; and 
become Theatres for an Antichriſtian Multitude, on which to 


act their Idolatrous Superſtitions: Whilſt the unhappy Pro- 
feſſors of the Reform'd Faith ſhall ſhifr about in Holes and 
Corners, to be ſecure from the Obſervation of their watch- 


ands, would fall a Sacrifice unto their 
Fury; and his beſt Subjects, with inhuman Cruelty, be mur- 
 _der'd for aſſiſting in the ſuppos'd Uſurpation. Popery would 


ful 


on January 30. 175% © IT 


ful Enemies, when they offer up their pure Devotions to God 
alone; or elſe be forcd ro ſacrifice their Conſciences, and 
damn their Souls, to ſave their Eftares and Lives. For ler 
not any one flatter himſelf, that the Proteſtant Religion can be 
ſecure under the Protection of its declard Enemies, They 
who were given up to ſuch ſtrong Delufions, as ro credit the 
Aſſurances of a Popiſh Prince in a late Reign, were at 
length convinc'd by ſad Experience, that they believ'd a Lye. 
God grant, a like Infatuation may never ſeize us more; that 
we may oppoſe the Pretender and his Adherents with De- 
vout and Fervent Prayers for Succeſs againſt them; and 
not only ſo, but that we be ready to hazard our Lives for 
our King and Church, for our Laws and Liberties; that fo 
there may be no Occaſion to ſer apart a Day to bewail 
the Succeſs of this New Rebellion: Bur rather that we 
may be ſhortly call'd rogerher, ro congratulate with one ano- 
ther, and to return Thanks to Almighty God, for the entire 
Suppreffion of it. Which God of his infinite Mercy grant, 

for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt our Lord: To whom be Glory for 


199 Ser, Amen. 
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Preach on June 7, 1716. 


Being a Thankfgiving-Day for the Sup- 
preſſion of the Rebellion. —© 


* 141A H 8.9. 


Alsociate your ſelves, O ye People, and ye ſhall be 

| broken | in | pieces 5 and give ear, all ye of far 5 
Countries : Gird your ſelves, and ye ſhall be Bro- 
ken in pieces Gird your ſelves, and ye fhall be 


broken in pieces. 


ſignifie his grareful Reſentment of the higheſt Obligations. For 
we are this Day mer to celebrate the Triumphs of Religion and 


Liberty, over Error, Ignorance and Slavery; the Triumphs 


of a Legal Monarchy, and our Rightful Prince, over Unjuſt 


HA Solemn Thanks are due for Signal Mer- 
cies; and that Tributes of Praiſe belong to Al- 
mighty God for every Remarkable Deliverance 
and Preſervation, are Truths ſupported by ſuch 
14 Obvious Reaſons, that they need no Elaborate 
Proof or Demonſtration. Thar the Mercies we are now cal- 
led upon by Authority ro commemorate, are of ſuch a Cha- 
tacter, as to deſerve our heartieſt Acknowledgments, is, what 
I am confident, no good Proteftant will deny: And therefore 
hope, every Member of this Aſſembly is come diſpos'd to 


Uſurpation 
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Uſurpa:ion and Tyrannical Invaders ; the Triumphs of Loy: 

alty and due Obedience, over Treachery and Rebellion; in a 
Word, the Triumphs of Faithful Subjects, and Honeſt Briton, 
animated hy a Zeal for the Religion they profeſs, and the Liber. 
ties they enjoy, over a Confederacy of Perjur'd and Popiſh Re- 
bels, ſer on fire by Hell and Rome, and madly reſolved to o- 


verturn the Happieſt Conftitution both in Church and State, 


at this Day eftabliſh'd in the Chriſtian World, | 
Thar I way therefore be a Helper of your Joy, and con- 


tribute in ſome meaſure to give you a juſt Notion of our 


_ preſent Obliga ions to Almighry God, I have made choice of 
the Words | have but now rcad, to be the Subject of our 
JT e . 
In diſcourſing upon which, I deſign, 


Firſt, To give you ſome Account of the Occaſion of them, 
and of the State of the Jews, at the Time in which they were 
6̈‚ʒĩ; 8 


| Secondly, To make ſome Application of them to our pre. 


ſent Circumftances, and to the Happy Solemnity of this 


= Day. 


To Firſt, Jam to give you ſome Account of the Occaſion of 
' theſe Words, and of the State of the Jes at the Time in which 
J EE 


For our better underſtanding of which Matter, it will be 
needful for us to look back to the Beginning of the former 
Chapter, where we are told, that Rezin King of Syria, and 
_ Pekab the Son of Remaliab, King of Iſrael, made War upon 
| Feruſalem, and enter'd into an unjuft Conſpiracy to depoſe 


Ahaz, the Lawful King thereof, and to ſer up an Impoſtor in. 
his Room. So we are inform'd at the fifth and fixth Verſes, 


that they took Evil Counſel againſt 4haz ; ſaying, Let us go 
up againſt Judah, and vex it; and let us make a Breach there- 


= for us, and ſet a King in the midſt of it, even the Son ef 15175 


cordii 


Tabeal. However, God was reſolved to diſappoint their wic- 
| ked Purpoſe; and to render all their Attempts, either by 
Secret Plots, or Open Violence and Aſſaults, unſucceſsful. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, it ſhall not ſtand, neither ſhall it come 
to paſs. And in order to ſupport the drooping Courage of 
Ahaz, who was diſhearten'd with the Fear of two 22 
ba: wes aca | power: 
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powerful Enemies, Almighty God ſent his Prophet to him, 


| to aſſure him, that the United Strength of theſe Confede- 
rate Kings would be inſufficient to accompliſh the Project 


| they had contriv'd. And the better to raile his Hopes, he, 
in a conrempruous manner, compares them to the Ends of 
two Smoaking Firebrands, which in a little time would go 
out of themſelves, or, at moſt, might eakily be extinguiſh'd. 


And further, that no Ground or Foundation of Fear, might 


remain to him, the Prophet, in the Name of God, offers to 


the Syrians and Iſraelites with a cutting Sarcaſm in his 
Mouth. Aſſociate your ſelves, O ye People and ye ſhall be 
broken in pieces; gird your ſelves, and ye all be bicken in 
pieces. Unite your Forces, they ſhall ſoon be ſcatter'd and 
put to flight. Gird on your Armour, and prepare your ſelves 
for Battle, the Succeſs will not aniwer your Expectation. 
Take Counſel together, and it ſhall come to nought: Con- 
trive what Expedients you think proper to accompliſh the Ru- 
in and Deſtruction of our Kingdom, you ſhall nor be able 
to ſubdue us: For God is on our fide ; he will fight our 
Battles, and not deliver us over as a Prey into your Hands. 
In the next Verſes Almighty God inftructs the Prophet how = 
F to manage himſelf, and order his own Conduct in that Cri- 


4 


confirm the Truth of his Prediction by any miraculous Sign 


or Token that he ſhould demand of him. And upon his 


Refuſal to ask a Sign, Almighty God condeſcends ſo far as 


to propole one himielf, in order ro beger in him a Belief of 
| the Power of God to effect, and of his Faithfulneſs ro per- 
form che Things which he had promiſed. An Account of 
Which it would be impertinent to my preſent Defign to en- 
tertain you with. Ir is ſufficient for me to obſerve, that the 
Prophet here in the Words of my Text, reſumes the Subject 


he had been diſcourſing of before; and returns from a Di- 
greſſion, Which took up Part of the former, and the Begin- 
ning of this preſent Chapter. He here addreſſes himſelf to 


tical aud Dangerous Time. Walk not in the Way of this 


People, and ſay not a Confederacy, to all them to whom 
this People ſhall ſay a Confederacy. There was, indeed, ac- 
cording to the Judgment of * Grotius, a very Learned Com- 


n 


5 


* Vide Grot. in Verſ. ſext. ejuſdem Capitiz. Significat hic locus multos Judzos, 
(preta domo Davidis, oprifle transferri regnum ad Syros, & ad Reges [ſraelis 
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mentator, a diſaffected Party, even amongſt the Children of 
Judab; who, unmind ful of the Intereſt of their Temple, 
aud of their Allegiance to their Lawful Sovereign, had a ſtrong 


Inclination to revolt, and to ſubmit to the Impoſtor, who | 


was intended for a Succefſor to Ahaz, after his Depoſition. 


The Prophet is here admoniſh'd, not ro enter into any ſuch | 


Vile Conſpiracy, nor to | hearken to thole who would engage 
him ſo to do. 


I ſuppole, by this time you . bat Application 1 defi ien | 


to make of this Text, and how properly it may be ac- 


commodated to the Occaſion of our n, Meeting; 1 


which Was 


ceed. 


The Second Thing " propetes, and to Which I now pro- F 


That Two Mich Powers did unite their policy and Þ 


Wealth to enſlave the Britiſh Nation, 1s evident to a Demon- 


tration, Thar whilſt the Arms of France were making what 


| Progreſs they could, in the Field of Battle, the Emiſſaries of 
Rome were engaged in Plots and Conſpiracies at home, is ſti} 
freſh in the Remembrance of many here preſent; who, | 
hope, are too ſenſible of their Deliverance, to be forgetful of 


their Benefactor, This was the profeſs'd Defign of a long 


War. And had not the Renowned William, "appointed by 
Providence the Guardian- Angel of Great Britain, and of the 
Proteſtant Intereſt throughout Europe, given a Check to the 


E R * "oy 8 * ä 


» > A. a 


_ Growing Power of the French Monarch, we had long ſince 
been ſubjected to the Eccleſiaſtical Tyranny of tne Ro- f 


man See, and to all the Miſeries of an Arbitrary Go- 
Vernment. | 


That the Treaſures of the Sacred Cheſt \ were drained, and * 
a French Fleet prepar d, and furniſn'd with Men and Arms, Av 


co invade the Dominions of our Late Bleſſed Queen, and 
depoſe Her from the Throne, to pull the Crown from Her 
| Head, and deprive Her of Her undoubred Right to the 
Government of theſe Realms, no no lels true and undeni 
able. : - 
And what Aremprs have been made t to 3 U vreſent 

Majeſty, who enjoys the Crown by as juſt a Tue: as any 0! 
his Predeceſſors, 1 need not tell you. 


That 


* 
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Thar the Pope contributed ſomething beſides his Bene- 
diction, to carry on this laudable Deſign, is more than proba- 


ble. And that the Pretender has Friends ſtill in the Place of 


his Education, is too plain to be deny'd. Whence did he 
ſend Supplies of Arms and Cloaths, to his Partiſans in Britain, 
but from the Ports of France? Whither have his few hir'd 
Barks ſneak'd for Shelter, but to the Ports of France 2 And 
whither have our rebellious Feilow-Subjects clap d from Ju- 
ſtice, but to Fance? 
Nein and Pekah, when they had reſolv'd to vex Judah, and 
ſer a King over it, in the room of its Rightful Sovereign, 
pi:ch'd on the Son of Tabeal, as the propereſt Perton to be 
their Tool in this Affair: Who this Tabeal was, we have no 
Account in Scripture, nor is there any thing in Hiſtory about 
his Son; ; NO doubr he was a Perſon devoted to their Intereſt, 
one in whom they could lodge an entire Confidence, and Wo 
would take Care, whatever became of his Subjects, not ro dil 
oblige his Bene factors. 
In like manner, we are as a; in hy Dark; as to the 


4 Original of the Impoſtor, intended to be ſet over us. His 
Obligations indeed to Rome and France, we know to be con-— 
ſiderable; and what Returns they will expect from him in the 


Day of his Proſperity, we may eaſily conjecture. The Papa! 


Authority would be again reſtor d; the Clergy recover their 
ancient Uſurparions over the Minds and Conſciences of the 
People 3 and the Revenues due to Holy Church, be wrefted 


out of the Hands of the prophane Layity, and appropriated 
to the Uſes for which they were originally defiga'd. And 
moreover, a long Bill for the Charge of Education, and fruitleſs 


| Expeditions to recover his ſupposd Right, muſt be expected 
from a Neighbouring Kingdom. And to complete our Miſeries, 
thoſe Loyal Subjects, who have dar'd to vindicate his Maje- 


ſty's Title, to appear in Defence of their Church and Liberties, 


and to oppoſe the Invaſion of the Enemies of them all; would 
fall ſo many Sacrifices to the Fury and Reſentments of an: 
enrag'd Uſurper, and muſt expect to be rewarded with Fines, +; 
| Confiſcations, Impriſonments, and Death. f 


Nor does the Parallel end here; for Judah was not poly'i in 


N Danger from a Confederacy, of mighty Powers abroad; but 
| there was at the lame Time, a Conſpiracy at home, in 
favour of the Pretender. And this is exactly our Caſe. We 

were not ſo much afraid of any Foreign Aſſiſtance the Son 
, of Taves! ſhould bring with him, as of his Friends that lu 
| D 


among. 
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among our ſelves. Thar there really was ſuch a Conſpiracy 
in hand, 1s manifeſt, not only from the Flight of lo many 
Traytors, to avoid the Sentence they deſerv'd 3 but, from 
many ſtrong Preſumptions that were obſervable antecedenth, 
to the breaking cut of the Rebellion. Reflect on the Conduct 
of a certain fort of Men, ever fince his Majeſty's Happy 
| Acceſſion ro the Throne: How many Lics and Forgeries have 


been invented to blacken his ſpotleſs Character? What 
ſicandalous Stories have been induſtriouſiy ſpread about the 


Country, to debauch the Minds of his Honeſt Subje cts, and 
to work in them an ill Opinion of, and Diſaffection to his 
Sacred Perſon, and all his Royal Family? How was all 
Talk of a deſigned Invaſion ridicul'd, and repreſented as a 
meer Cheat and Banter? How fain would they have deluded 
us into a fatal Security, till it ſhould be too late to prevent 
the deſignd Conſequence of their Treaſons? What Exclamati- 


ons did they make againſt ſending for Foreign Troops, as Þ 


if it were a moſt unneceſſacy Expence, and they could be 
of uſe only to devour and oppreſs the Native Britons ? 


Whereas, in truth, their only Fear was, left this Acceſſion F 


10 our Forces ſhould diſappoint the Hopes they had conceiv d 
of a Succelsful Rebellion. And ar the ſame time that they 


could inſiauate their vile Calumnies againſt his Majeſty, 
blacken his Adminittration, and repreſent his beft Subjects 


and moſt faichſul Servants, as Enemies of the Church of 
England ; with whar a Tenderneſs were they obſerv'd to 


handle the Characters cf thoſe Fugitive Tray tors, who, conſci- 
ous of their Guilr, are fled from Puniſhment ? How have they 


_extoli*d them, as the great Patrons and Defenders of our 
Excellent Church, and pitied the Perſecution they at preſent 
ſuffer 2 As if it were not eaſie to diſcover what Church their 
Zeal had ſerv'd, and in whoſe Intereſt they have been engag'd, 


hen we conſider to whoſe Wings they betake themſelves for 


Refuge. They are good Proteſtants, we are told; and as an 


- Argument that they are ſo, they fly ro Rome for Protection, 


| Rome, how haſt thou forſaken thy womed Maxims! Thou, who 
uſeſt to Thunder out thine Anathema's againſt Herericks, and 
never to ſpeak of the Reform'd, but with an Exectation, art 
thou become the (ole Patroneſs of diſtreſſed Proteſtants! Haſt 
thou alone Compaſſion en the perſecuted Members of the 
Church of England, when abandon'd by all the World beſides ? 
1s Avignon, once the Scat of ener Ir felh, bleſſed for 
more 


ue 
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more than“ Seventy Years with the Sacred Influences of the 
| Papal Chair, become at laſt, a Sanctuary for Northern Here- 
| ticks! Sure there is ſome ſtrange Myſtery in this Conduct. 
And yet we muſt not be allow'd to th! ok that his Holineſs can 
promile himlelf any Advantage from the Succeſs of the Pre— 
tender's Enterprile. Bur with the good Leave of theſe Patri— 
ots, wiſe Men are of opinion that the Pepe is too frugal and 
"i provident a Prince, to throw away his Money without an Ex- 
pectation of Intereſt for the ſame. x 
There 1s one Particular indeed, in the Compariſon berwixt 
us and Fudah, in which rhe Agreement is not exact ; namely, 
chat the Plots and Treaſons, which were contriv 4 in lecret 
amongſt us, did at length break out into an open Rebellion, 
and occafon an Inteftine War, which was not the Cate 
| of Judah at that Time. 3 Rebels were reſolvd 
dun all Hazards to enſlave us; and with a very ſlender Provis : 
fon of Money, Cloaths or Ares ventur'd to pur themſelves | 
in a Poſture of War, and to proclaim a Perſon of uncertain _ | 
Birth, and under a Legal Incapacity, whatever Claims he may 
» pretend, to inherir thele Kingdoms. But God was with us, 
therefore their Counſels came to noupht, and the Word which they ED 1 
had ſpoken could not fland, Plal. 144. 10. It is he that giverh 4 
Salvation unto Kings, and who deliver'd his Servant George from 3 
the hurtful Sword. It pleas'd Almighty God to inſpire our 
Generals with Prudence and Conduct, to lead our Troops to 
| Battle; and our Soldiery with Courage and Reſolution, to 
' Defend our Holy Religion, and our Civil Rights, at the 
Hazard of their Lives. They were ſoon convinc'd of the 
| Raſhneſs of their Undertaking, when they ſaw the brave 
Stand made by their Country's Friends, A Spirit of Fear, 
or of Infatuation, ſeizd them, when they ſuffer'd themſelves 
to be pent up in the Highlands, by the Brave Argyle, at the 
J. Head of a few Loyal Proteſtants, a Handful in compa- 
riſon with their Numbers. Liberty and Property, Religion, 
and the Laws, are Goods too valuable to be given up without = 
_ diſputing. And they found it fo ; that they "had to da With 5 
Men who lov'd their King, their Church and Coumry, and — 
were willing to ſpill their Blood for the Security and preſer- q 
vation of them. And accordingly rhe _ Succeſs of their Be- | 3 
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haviour, was above our Hopes, as well as more than we de- 


ſerv'd. The Lord hath not dealt with us after our Sins, nor re- 
warded us according to our Iniquities, Pſal. 103..10. What 
devour Sacrifices of Thankfulneſs ſhould we offer to Almighty 


God for this Signal and Diſtinguiſning Diſpen' ation of his 
Providence, that he has ſo favourably "interpos'd in our be- 
5 half; that he bas ſtill'd the Raging of the People, and caus d 


them to fall who roſe up againtt us! How ill do ſullen and 


diſcontented Looks become this Joy ful Day! We ſhould ba- 
niſn from our Minds all uncafie Thoughts, and rejoyce in the 


Goodneis of God towards us, and praiſe him for theſe migh- 


ty Acts. Nor ſhould we fail to make a Thankful Mention of 

| thoſe, who were the Happy Inſtruments of procuring to us 
the Bletiing we commemorate ; the Loyal Carpenter, and Va- 
liant Mills, his Conntry's Glory, with all the other Officers 
and Soldiers, who ſignaliz d themſelves in this pere Ser- 
vice. 5 x 
Bur whilſt we are ſounding forth Acclunarions of Ac- | 
knowiedpinent and Praiſe, in teſtimony of the graceful Sen- 
timents with which our Hearts are filled, let us take care not 


to proceed to an Excels in the Expreſſions of our ſoy, left we 


thereby provoke God to abricge our Happineſs, and to ſuffer Þþ 
the ſame Spirit of Sedition and Tumult to break forth a. 
gain, which by his good Providence, has ſo lately been ſup- 
preſs d. And in che midſt of all our Songs of Praiſe, let us 
not forget to implore the Favour of Almighty God on our 
' moſt Gracious Sovereign King George, that the Crown way 
long flouriſh upon his Head ; z that his Enemies, and all that 
| - riſe up ro do him hurt, may be ſubdu'd under him; that 
Shame and Diſgrace may overtake them; that Confuſion 
and Dilappointment may attend their Counſels, and that 
their Hands may be too weak to perform their Treache- 
rous Enterprize; that Deſtruction may again come upon 
them at unawares; and that the Net which they have hid 
For others, may catch themſelves, Pal. 35. 8. and finally, 
that when, after having ſerved his Generation, it ſhall 


be the Will of God ro put a Period to his precious 


Life, he may ſleep in Peace, and be made Partaker of | 
the joys of an Immortal State, whilſt his Crown and 


Vertnes ſhall be inherited by his Royal Offspring, till time 


it ſelf ſhall be no more. Let us bend our Knees to Hea- | 


ven likewiſe for the Safety and Preſervation of our Ex- 
cellent 
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cellent Church, as it is now by Law eftabliſh'd : Not 
thar Church which our Traytors would have eftabliſh'd a- 
mongſt us, which is for Accommodation and Union with 


France and Rome, and for proclaiming War againſt all the 
Reformed Churches in the World; which robs them of 


the Privilege of Chriſtianity, and puts them upon a Level 


4 with Uabaptiz d Heathens and Mabomet ant. Our Church 


knows no ſuch Uacharitable Doctrine; but allows the Re- 
formed abroad to be Siſter- Churches, and accordingly com- 
mands us to pray for them, as uch, on this Day. Ts 

Thar the Church of England therefore, as it is by Law 
ctabliſh d, may for ever flouriſhz that the Malicious De- 
G6gns of all its Enemies may be defeated ; that all the 
Members of it may be inſpir'd with a Spirit of Lore, 
Unry and Mutual Forbearance; and laſtly, that the Pro- 
tettant Intereſt throughout the World, may daily en- 
creaſe and proſper , God of bis infinite Goodneſs prant, 


. for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt our Bleſjed Lord and Saviour : 


To whom, with the Father and the Holy Ghiſt, be aſeri- 


ed all Honour, Glory and Praiſe, verb now and for ever. 


Amen. 
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SERMON III. 
Preach'd A uguſt 1. 171 16. 


Being the Anniverſar)- Day of. His Maje- 


2285 8 Acceſſion to the Throne, 


2 CHRON. 9. 8. 


| Bleſſed be the Lord thy Gat. 1 bliatied in 


thee, to ſet thee on 2 Throne, to be King for 


the Lord thy God - becauſe th 'y God loved lirael, L 
to eſtabliſh them for ever, therefore made be 7 
_ thee King over them, to do Judgment and J. 


. 


Sheba ro King Solomon; the Fame of whoſe Wil- 


Enquiries, and he had anſwer'd rhe Queſtions ſhe propos d nato 


him, with the Niceſt Judgment and Diſcretion, ſhe generouſ- 


ly acknowledg'd, chat che Voice of Fame was not loud e- 
nough 


— HES E Words were wakes by he Queen af 


dom had brought her from her own Country to 
Feruſalem. It had pleaſed God to endue him with 
a Meaſure of Underſtanding iuperiour to any of 
IF his Predeceſſors; and therefore he was a proper Perſon to 

| ſolve thoſe Difficulties, which exceeded the general Capacity 8 
of Mankind. The Prudent Queen therefore laid before him _ 
thoſe Caſes, which had puzzled her own Underſtanding. 
And after ſhe had received Satisfaction ro her moſt Curious 
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nough to proclaim all his Praiſes; and that Report, which 


is wont to exaggerate Matters beyond all meaſure, had, in 
this Caſe fallen ſhort in its Relation; foraſmuch as one half 
of the Greatneſs of his Wiſdom had not been told her, 


Upon this, ſhe breaks out in Noble Reflections on the Hap. 
pinels of thoſe Subjects, who live under the Government of | 
fo Wife a Prince. Happy are thy Men, and happy are theſ: 
ty Servants, which ſtand nailed before thee, and hear thy 


_ Wiſdom. Bleſſed be the Lord / God, which delighted in 


thee, to ſet thee on his Throne, to be King for the Lord thy 
God : becauſs thy God loved Irael, to efablifh them for e- 


ver, therefore made he thee King over them „ Fo do Fu 4s | 


ment and Juſtice. 
In which Words the following Propoſitions are contajnied.” 


Firſt, Thar the Advancemen: of any Perſon to the Govern- 


ment of a Kingdom or People, is owing to a Special Interpo- 
ſtition of Divine Providence. It is God who ſets them on 
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his Perſon, and act by his Authority. The Text tell s us, it 
15 1s God's Throne, and that they are Kin 98 for God. 5 


Thirdly, Thar a Wiſe and Good Governour is a S; 5 To- 
ken of the Affection, which God bears to that People, over 


v hom he places him. Becauſe the Lord thy God loved Iſrael, 
; therefore made be thee Ki ug over them, 


Ri What may reaſonably be e from the Care 
; and Good Government of ſuch a Prince; namely, the Execu- 
tion of Juſtice at preſent, and a Derivation of the Bleſſings 
of his Reign unro Poſterity. Becauſe the Lord thy God. loved * 
Iſrael, to eftabliſh them for ever, therefore made he thee 
King over them, to do Judgment and Tuſtice, 


To theſe ſeveral Parcicw'ar 1 lla 1 {peak 1 in cheir Order 


Firſt of all, Thar the Adv ancement of any Part to the 
Government of a Kingdom or People, is owing to a ſpecia 
Interpoſition of Divine Providence. 
That God is Supreme Governor of the W ld. Feng every 

thing | in it is ſubject 0 bis Oblervarion, and that he has, jome 
| how 
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how or other, an Influence in bringing to paſs all Events, are 
Truths fo generally receiv'd that they need no laborious Proof. 
There is no Part of the Creation ſo inconfiderable, as to be be- 
neath the Care of him who form'd it. A Sparrow does not fall 
to the Ground without the Knowledge and Approbation of our 
Heavenly Father. Even the Lillies of the Field ate cloathed 
by him in all their Splendour. Whence we may argue with 
our Bleſſed Saviour, that if Providence extends its Notice to 
the minuteſt Creatures, Man, who is inconceivably more 
valuable than they, is much more the Care thereof. And 
if God does concern himſelf in Affairs of every private Man, 
With much greater Reaſon may we conclude, that vaſt col- 


| lective Bodies, whole Kingdoms and Nations, are under 


bis more immediate Management and Direction. And 
of all Caſes which concern whole Societies, there are none 
olf nearer Importance to the Intereſt and Happineſs thereof, 

| | than a wile Diſpoſition of the Supreme Authority, and a 


U diſcreet Judgment in what Hands the Adminiſtration of 


fuſtice, ſhall be lodgd. We may therefore juſtly ſuppoſe, 
„that Almighty God, by a ſpecial Interpoſition of his Providence, 
does order Affairs of ſo high a Conſequence. This is agreeable 


to thoſe general Declarations of Scripture, which inform us, 


that Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from the Weſt; 
but that God is the Fudge, who putteth down one, and ſetteth 
wꝛ§ßſ 88 
hut for a further Illuſtration of this Truth, I ſhall produce 
a few Inſtances, by which it will evidently appear, that God 
does particularly concern himſelf, in ſetling Affairs of ſuch 
vaſt Moment and Importance. Sometimes by a particular De- 
ſignation of the Perſons whom he would exalt to the Govern- 
ment of their Fellow- Creatures. Ar other times, by over.: ruling 
lecond Cauſes in ſuch an effectual Manner, as to make 
them all concur to the Accompliſnment of his Will. And 
thus, by certain, but unperceivd Means, he has lifted up 
upon the Throne, him whom his wiſe Counſel had before 
appointed unto that high Station: When the Children of 
| T/rael were importunate to have a King, who might govern 
them according to the Cuftom of the neighbouring Countries, it 
| pleas'd God to point out particularly to the Prophet Samuel, 
(i Sam. 9. 16. 17.) the Man, whom he had choſen ro be 
| Ruler of his People. Accordingly, when the People were 
| aſſembled at Mizpeh, by the Appointment of the Prophet. 
to chuſe a King by Lot, (1 Sam. 10. 19, Ge.) the Lot fell 
x - | ee -----— POR" 
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upon Saul, whom the Prophet had beforehand, without their 
Knowledge, anointed to be King over them, (v.1 ) And after- 
wards when God had rejected Saul, upon the Account of his 
Diſobedience in the Caſe of Amalek, he directed rhe TOE. 
to go to Feſſe the Bethlebemite, (Ch. 16. 1.) for, ſays he, I 
have provided mc a King among his Sons. And no ſooner 
did David appear among his Brethren, whom Samuel had 
before ſeen and rejected; but the Lord ſaid unto him, Ariſe, 
anoint him, for this is he, (v. 12.) In like manner, Da- 
vid, a little before bis Death, iaform'd the Princes of Iſrael, 
whom he had afſ-mbled for that Purpoſe, that of all his Sons, 
| the Lord had choſen Solemon, to fit upon the Throne af- 
ter him. The Hiſtorical Part of Scriprure , is full of 


Examples to this Purpoſe, which teach us by what ne oh 


Methods, Almighty God has been pleas d to inveſt Perſons 
with Supreme Power and Authority, and how he has again 
rejected and caſt them off, when they had forſaken his 
Worſhip and Service. I might produce various Inſtances; as 
Feroboam, Fehu, and divers others, Kings of Iſrael and Fudab, 


who have ugcxpected!y been advanc's ro the Regal Dignity, 


and who, by their idolatrous Practices, have either ſhortned 


their own Reign, or have cut off the Intail of the Crown from 


their Poſterity. All which do abundantly prove how far 
_ Almighty God is pleas d to intereſt himlelf in the Diſpoſal of 
| Crowns and Sceprers, Bur I need not confine my ſelf to 
Sacred Hiſtory for the Confirmation of this Point, Ir is hardly 


Poſſible to diſcourſe of the Conduct of Divine Providence 


in the Diſtribution of Crowns and Scepters, without looking 
back to that Glorious Revolution, which plac'd the common 
Bene factor of Europe, the Great Naſſ- 34, on the Britiſh Throne. 


When our unhappy Prince had embrac'd an Idolatrous Religi - 
on, and was endeavouring, and had well: nigh cftabliſh'd Idola- | 
try and Slavery amongſt us, to the utter Subvertion of our Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State; - there was ſuch a Concurrence 


of happy Circumſtances to defeat his De ſigu, and diſappoint 
the Hopes of his bigotted Priefts, as plainly ſnew'd it to be 


the Work of God, and chat Divine Providence interpos'd for 
the Deliverance of. a ſinful Nation. It would be too redious | 
an Exerciſe of your Patience, to give a Particular Detail of | 
Occurrences, which contributed to bring about that memora- || 
ble Event; nor is it needful. The Thing is ſtill freſh 


(and may it ever be ſo) in the Remembrance of many of you, 
who can { inform thoſe who were ance born rg enjoy the 


Bleſſed | | 


— — — — — 
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Bleſſed Fruits and Conſequences of ir, And for a further 


Proof of my Propoſition, we necd but reflect on the Hopes, 
which thro' the Encouragement of his Friends amongſt us, the 
Pretender had conceiv d of being advancd to the Crown of 


Great- Britain. That there was a Scheme laid, and Meaſures 
concerted to this Purpoſe, by rhe Enemies of their Country, 


is what was once conjectur'd by Men who were cxpos'd, as 


vainly timorous, what he has Ge acknowledg'd in a Publick 
Declararion, and what their own Conduct has put out of all 


doubt, and made fo plain, that Impudence it ſelf is no longer 
able to deny it. But our Gracious God was again pleas'd, in 


Mercy to an undeſcrving People, to con found the Devices of 


Hel and Rome, by the Accctiion of his prefent Majeſty to the 
Throne, which he enjoys by the beſt of Titles, Proceribus 
& Populzis conſentientibus. Whether we conſider the Steps 
they had taken, and the Preparation they had made to exclude 
his Majeſty, or their confident Aſſurances of Succc fs thereupon, 
or the unexpected Diſappointmeut of their Hopes, or the Ad- 
vantageous Conſequences of that Diſappointment, to the Po- 
teſtant Intereſt both at home and abroad, we muſt confels, it 


was the Lords doing; and may it de Marter not only of 


urprize, but of Thankfulneſs to us and ourPoſterity,throughour 
all Generations! This may convince us, that Almighty God is 
not an unconcern'd Spectator of Affairs below ; that the Ad- 
vancement of any Perſon to a Superiority over his Fellow Crea- 


rures, is a Matter in which himlelf is pleas'd to interpole ; and 


that Things of ſuch high Concern are not ſettled w irhour his 


Concurrence and Direction. I proceed row to my 


Second Propoſition z namely, that Kings are God's Vice? 
roy's, that they repreſear his Perſon, and act by his Authority. 
God only, is an abſolute and independent Monarca ; all 
others are ſubordinate to him, and accountable to him for the 

Management of that Power he intruſts them with. They are 
the Inſtruments by which he governs Mankind, and e the 


World in order. It is God's Throne which they fl : upon, 


and they are King os for God, as the Text informs us. Apreea- 
bly ro this, the Apoſtle Es s us, that they arc the Afini- 
ſters of God for a" And fo 1:Jdeed they are, according 'o the 


Original Deſign of their laſtttution; and wen they! act in con- 


flormity to the Laws of Reaion, and the Conftitutions of rhe 


ſeveral Countries, over u hic! 1 Provider: ꝛcc has fer them ; tho' 


it ſometimes happens, thro' the Prevalency of their Luſts and 


Paſſions, that they are Miniters of Unrighic: uſneſs and Op- 
E 2 Preſſion, 
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preſſion, and Authors of Ruin and Deſtruction to their Sub- 
jects. However, Magiſtracy is molt certainly a Divine Ordi- 
nance; and it is agreeable both to the Dictates of Nature, 
and to the poſitive Decree of Heaven; that of Mankind, 
who are form'd for Society, ſome ſhould command and go- 


vern, others be lubject and obey; and conſequently they who | | 


refuſe Submiſſion ro the Civil Magiſtrate, are diſobedient to 
their Supreme Monarch, the King of Kings, and caſt Con- 


tempt upon an Office appointed by God himſelf, This Con- 


fideration ſhould ſerve as an Admonition both to Governors 
and their Subjects. 


 behoves them to take care that they do not exceed their 
Commiſſion, and lay claim to Powers they were never intru— 
ſted with, ſince they muſt be anſwerable to him for all the ill 


Fo. Conſequences ot their bad Goveramment, and conſequently | 
will be puniſn'd by him with a Severity proportionable to 
Vvuhat they have inflicted on their Subjects: 


thus briefly to have hinted at theſe Things. 
for me to enlarge on the Duties of a Prince; 
am I equal ro ſuch an Undertaking, It will better become 
me to inculcate che Precepts of Obedience and Submiſſion 


unto Kulers, than to inſiſt on the Obligation our Superiours 

Eſpecially, ſince we have a King 
whole whole Conduct ſince his Acceſſion 
thereunto, has been ſuch as our Laws approve, ſuch as unbyaſ- 


lie under with regard to us : 
on the Throne, 


ſed Reaſon does direct. Indeed that Spirir of Sedition and 
Rebellion, which prevails ſo much in the preſent Times, ren- 


ders it ſeaſonable and neceſſary to ſay ſomewhar ro the latter 
Part of the Obſervation ; namely, that this Doctrine, concern- 
ing Kings receiving their Authority from God, and acting as his 
: Repreſentatives, is an Admonition to Subjects likewiſe, and 


teaches them what Obedience and Reſpect is due from them 
to their Superiours. 


their Indignation. 


to live in a dutiful Subjection to them, not only for fear of 

the Sword of Vengeance, and to avoid the Puniſnments they | 

wil inflict upon us for our r Diſobedence 3 bur out of a — 
ple 


The Former, it ſhould reach how ro ule | | 
the Authority they are inveſted with. For if they act in | 
God's Stead, and are depured by him for that Purpoſe; it 


But it may ſuffice, 
Ir 1s not -needfal- 4 * 
neither 


For if their Power be deriv'd from 
God, and they act in his Stead, we cannot withold our 
Allegiance from the m, or take up Arms againſt them, without 
being guilty of Rebellion againſt God himſelf. And we 
do expoſe our ſelves thereby to his Diſpleaſure, as well as to 
And therefore the Apoſtle commands us 
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ple of Religion, and of Conſcience towards God. The Cha- 
racter they bear, and the Divine Majeſty whom they repre- 
ſent, ſhould beget in our Minds a profound Veneration and 


RKelpect for them. The Fomenters of Sedition, who are al- 


| ways reſtleſs and uneaſie, even under the beft Government, 


who whiſper malicious S:ories about the Country, on purpoſe 
to detract from the Eſteem and Reputation of their Lawful 
Sovereign, would do well to conſider, whether they do not act 


in direct Oppoſition to the Ordinance and Inſtitution of God. 
If theſe Men have not appear'd in open Rebellion againſt his 


Majeſty, we may juſtly fear, they were reſtrain' only by a 
Dread of Temporal Chaſtiſements; not by a conſcientious 
Regard unto their Duty, or a religious Diſpoſition of Mind: 
That they forbore to take up Arms againſt him, not becauſe 
he is the Miniſter of God, but becaule he is a Revenger to 
execute Wrath. Bur let them know, that by their private 
| Treaſons, as well well as publick Hoſtilities, they reſift the 
\ Ordinance of God; and will, unleſs they repent of their 
Dndutifulneſs, and return ro their Allegiance, for ſo doing, 


| Preceive to themſelves Damnation. I am now in the _ 


the following Head, which teaches us what to ex; ect from 


Lord thy God loved Iſrael, to eftabliſh them for ever, there- 


— —— 


| lick Good the Rule of his Adminiſtration. 


| eſt of his S ubjects, in the ſecure Enjoyment of their juſt Rights 
ggf ĩͤ eons TS ons 
Church of God, and eſtabliſh the Exerciſe of the true Religi- 


| dn in his Dominions. "Dourrh- 


* 


Third place, to ſhew, that a wile and good Governour is 
a Signal Token of the Affection which God bears to that 
People, over whom he places him. This is contum'd by 


the Care and Good Government of ſuch a Prince; namely, 
| _ the Execution of Juſtice at preſent, and a Derivation of the 
 Bleflings of his Reign unto Poſterity. And therefore for 
Diſpatch- ſake, I ſhall conſider them together. Becauſe the 


| fore made he thee King over them, to do Fudgment and Fu- 
ſtice. Tho' I will nor confine my (elf to thoie two Points; 
bat will intermix ſuch other Confiderations, as will ſerve. 
| Yor the Proof and Illuſtration of the ſame Truth; which will 
be thought, I hope, to have been ſufficiently confirm'd when 

| you ſhall have conſidered with me, the following Parti- 


EFirſt, A Wile and Righteous Prince will make the pub- 


| Secondly, He will protect and defend all, even the mean- 


Thirdly, He will in an eſpecial manner take care of the 


than other Men; 


bounded Love of Empire, ro commit the baſeſt and moſt 
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Fourthiy, The Piety of a Wiſe and Good Prince does Cerive | 


a Bleſſing on thole who are under his Authority. 


| Laſti'y, A Good Prince extends his Views to diftant Time:; 3 
and not contented to provide for the Happineſs of his im. 


mediate Subjects, takes care that Poſterity may N the Ad. 
vantage of his Good Government. 
Ot theſe in their order. 


Firſt, A Wile and Righteous Prince will make the public #: 
_ _Goad the Rule of his Adminiſtration. 
tions of a Prince, may lometimes claſh and interfere with 1 
the General Advantage of his Subjects. 
Injury, and think his Honour concern'd to inſiſt upon Satil. 
faction when his People are not in a Condition to ſupport | _ 
his Quarrel ; and can't without extreme Hazard to them. 
The ſerving his private Intereſts ma 


ſelves, engage in War. 
in ſome Caſes be of univerſal Detriment, and bring a long 
Traid of unhappy Conſequences on thoſe he governs. 


Good, he chuſcs to have chem baulk'd, and thinks that no 
| endeavours to avoid a private Diſappointment, will juſtife 


his doing wrong to them to whom God has appointed him a 1 
_ Minifter for Band. Whereas a Bad Governour will den) 
| kimiſclf no $:ciefation for the ſake of others ; 


bur eagerly 
 graſps at every thing that promiſes him freſh Delight. Princes 
are no more exempt from the Force of irregular Paſſions | 
ſo far from it, that the high Sphere in 
which they act, expoſes them to more Temptations; and 
too often occafions thoſe Exorbitances, which Perſons in 4 
lower Rank are incapable of being guilty of. The ſamc} 


Pride, Coveronſneſs, and Ambition, which we {ee in meaner ] 
8 Perſons, have frequently been obſerv'd ro be predominant in 
them. Both ſacred and Prophane Hiſtory afford us Inſtan-P 
enough of ſuch who have been puſh'd on, by their un] 


Ces 


4K 
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He may reſent an 


Now 1 
a good Prince will conſider what Influence the Execution f 
| his Purpoſes can have upon his People; and will rather ſtifle his,þ , 

warmeſt Deſires, than proſecute them to the Pablick Damage. 
And if he has any Intereſts, not conſiſtent with the general | 


_ unworthy Actions. Thus many, only to encreaſe the Numbe 
of their Slaves, have thought it worthy of them to invade 
their Neighbours, to terrifie the poor Inhabirants where 
ever they come, with Fire and Sword; inſomuch that whol: 


Countries have been depopulated, Cities and Towns def |! 


trojed, and rhouſands fallen a Sacrifice to the Pride 5 all 
1 


| 
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* Ambitious Monarch. Nor bave there been wanting Modern 
Examples, to whom this Character has roo well agreed; who, 
not only to the great Diſturbance of Neighbouring Kingdoms, 
but almoſt ro the total impoveriſhing their own Subjects, have 
with incredible Violence and Fury gratify'd their inſatiate 
Deſire of enlarging their Dominions; who without regard to 
Oaths or Treaties, have catch'd at every Opportunity of pro- 
moting this their Grand Deſign, till their Faich became con- 
temptible to the whole World. But a Wile aad Good G 
vernour will conſulc, not ſo much, what may oblige his 
con Temper, as what will advance the publick Peace and 
1 Tranquillity ; not ſo much ro make bimſelf great, as his 
Zubje ts happy. Inftead of endcavouring, by Tyranny and 
:| Oppreſſion, ro be a Terror ro his own People, aud all about 
him, he will ſtrive by the Goodneſs of his Nature, and the 
Extenſiveneſs of his Bounty, to become the Delight of Mau- 
z kind. He will account himſelf greateſt, when moſt beloved 
wt by his Subjects; and will be more ſollicitous ro be the 
x} Darling of their Aﬀections, than the Object of their Dread. 
uf „He will be fo far from indulging ro Luxury and Eaſe, chat 
ehe will count no trouble too much to procure their Eaſe aud 
al Satisfaction. And how happy muſt that People be, who. — 
10F live under a Governour, who firſt conſiders what will be "i 
i: advantageous, what prejudicial to them; and then refuſes 
af no Pains, either to procure the one, or avoid the other 7 
ny] Oughr they nor thankfully ro acknowledge it a ſignal Token 


”> 


ly} of the Divine Favour, that they are ſubject ro his Auth | 
JJ ˙ Vw. ß 
ns þ Secondly, He will protect and defend all, even the meaneſt 


in] of his Subjects, in the ſecure Enjoy ments of their juſt; Righrs 
nd} and Liberties. Liberty is a Word of a charming Sound; 
and to be ſecure of poſſeſſing what is our own, can't fail of 
me] „adminiſtring wonderful Pleaſure and Satisfaction ro our 
net] Minds. To live under a Prince, who will neither invade 
tin] our Privileges himſelf, nor ſuffer others to rob us of them; 
an-] is an Happineſs, upon no account to be contemned. When 
un] impartial Juſtice is adminiſtred, and the Complaint of the 
ok} Poor, and him that hath no Helper, is regarded, there can 
aber] be no room left for Murmurs and Diſcontent. And this 
zade] is the happy Cale of a People who live under the Govera- 
erc-} ment of a Wiſe and Good Prince. There are indeed, Who, 
hole] to make themſelves great, are continually encroaching upon 
dhe Liberties of their Subjects ; who impoſe grievous 1 
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dens u upon them, and deny them any Redreſs upon their 1 
reaſonable Complaints; Who, in order to the making them | 


per ſect Slaves, pretend that there is no ſuch thing as Pro. 
perty in any bur the Sovereign; that all which they hold, 
is by his meer Bounty and Favour ; and conſequently, that 
he may reſume his Grants when he pleaſes, and turn them 


out of all they poſſeſs. But a Good Governour will claim 


no ſuch Rights: He acknowledges the Property of his Sub- 
jects, and is ready to defend them inthe Enjoyment of it: 
He endeavours nor by Fraud and Violence to enflave them; 
and when thro' any Mal- Adminiſtration ( for the beft Go. 

vernment in the World can't be altogether free from Errour) 


any Perſon isaggriev'd, he is careful upon a true Information, 


to ſee that Juſtice be done him. He makes choice of ſuch to 
be in Authority under him, who are Men of Publick Spi— 
rits, and have the Intereſt of their Country moſt at heart; 


who fear God, and hate Covetouſneſs; and regard not the | | 
Perſons of Men. It is part of his Character in the 72d P/alm, | 
= that he will judge the Poor of the People, ſave the Children of K® 


* 


the Needy, and break in pieces the Oppreſſor. That is, He 
will do Juſtice to ſuch, as thro? Poverty, or Want of Friends, 
are unable to vindicatc themſelves, and will by due Seve. 


rities, correct thoſe, who ſhall dare to wrong them. In ſhort, 
he is a Terrour ro all ſuch as defraud their Neighbours, and 


injure their Brethren; and will make it appear, that he bears 


not th: Sword in vain; but is a Revenger to execute Wrath 3 
upon them: Whereas they who neither treſpaſs upon private 


_ Perſons, nor diſturb the Peace of the Community, ſhall be 


_ praiſed by him. Such a Governour as this o the "ron 3 


Bleſſing a People can enjoy. 


' Thirdly, He will in a 1 3 take care of the f 


Church of God, and cftabliſh the Exerciſe of the True 


Religion in his Dominions. Almighty God knowing how |» 


naturally Men are apt to neglect Religion, and the Worſhip |. 
of himſelf, eſpecially when left to their own Liberty, has | 


made it the Duty of the Civil Magiſtrate, to take care of 
the Service of God, and to encourage the publick Exerciſe 
of Devotion. And therefore, with an Eye to the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation, he forerold, that the Time ſhould come, when 
Kings ſhould be the nurſing Fathers, and Queens the nurſing Mo- 
thers of his Church, Iſa. 49. 23. Wheretore a Good Gover- 
nor will in the firſt place, level his Authority againſt ſuch 
Opinions and Practices, as ſtrike at the Root of all WN 


* 


— 
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alſo; ſuch as Atheiſm, Prophaneneſs, and Immorality. He will 


ſtrive to ſuppreſs all looſe and wanton Opinions in Religion, 


by inflicting proper Puniſhments on the Authors and Patrons 


of them. Nor is this all; bur he will rake care that the 
True Worſhip be eſtabliſhed as far as his Authority reaches; 


and will by pious Laws, guard and defend the Church from 


the Diſturbance and Interruption of prophane Perſons, in 


the Celebration of Holy Offices. He will appoint conveni- 


ent Places for Religious Perſons to aſſemble in; and will make 
a competent Proviſion for the Supports of a Godly Miniftry. | 
This has ever been the Care of all Good Princes, either in the 
 $emijh, or the Chriſtian Church; tho? tome, of late, are pleas'd 


ro think the Magiſtrate's Pawer confin'd wholly to Civil 


Government, and that whenever he intermedles in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs, he acts altogether without Authority or Commiffi- 
on. However, from the Beginning it was not fo: For if we 
conſult Seripture- Hiſtory, we ſhail find that the Church 
of God was never neglected, unleſs by ſuch as were notorious, 
either for Idolatry or Prophaneneſs. Bur whenever a Righ-_ 
reous Prince was in Authority, one of his firſt Cares, was to 
oppoſe the Worſhippers of Idols, to remove their Prieſts, and 
pull down their High Places, ro protect the Prophets of the 
True God, to pay them all the Reſpect that was due to their 
Holy Office, and continually to cheriſh and ſupport them. And 
with a proportionable Zeal, will a Good Prince now, as far 
zs the Spirit and Temper of Chriſtianity will permit, oppoſe 
biimſelf againſt all Falſe Worſhip, and thoſe who endeavour 


to introduce it; and give no Countenance to ſuch Doctrines 
or Practices, as difturb the Peace and Quiet of the Church ; 


but will encourage the Minifters of Religion, and will parti- 
cularly patronize thoſe, who are moſt diligent in the Dil- 


charge of their Holy Function. And ir muſt needs be a won- 
derful Satisfaction to all who have any Value for Religion, to 
lee their Prince thus piouſly concern'd to promote the Service 


of God, and reſolute to defend his Church from the Aſfaulis of 
JJ)... EE Cc 

Fourthly, In the Fourth Place, the Piety of a Good Prince, 
does derive a Bleſſing on thoſe who are under his Authority, 


God is pleas'd oftentimes to reward the Goodneſs of a Righ- 
reous Governour, by ſhowring down Bleflings on his Subjects. 
Of this the Scripture makes frequent mention, Somerimes 


the Prayers of a pious Ruler, have preyail'd with God to turn 
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and have indeed a Tendency to ſubvert the Civil Government 
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away his Judgments, and be reconcil'd unto them. So Samn: 
el cried unto the Lord for Iſrael, and the Lord heard him, 1 Sam, 


7+9, And ia many P.aces God by his Prophets, declares, that 
tor his Servant David's ſake, he would be tavourable and gra- 
cious to his People. On the other Hand, we find ſometimes, 


that a Peop! e have been puniſhed for the Iniquiiy of their | \ 
Princes. Thus for the Sin of David in numbring the People, 


vaſt Numbers of them were cut off by a devouring Peſtilence. 


And ſo for the Sin of Hezekiah, there was Wrath upon him, 
and upon Judah and Jeruſalem. Wherefore a Good Prince 
will be the more careful to lead a Vertuous Life; not only, 


let his Subjects ſhould ſuffer for his Faults, but that his 


_ Righccouſnels and Piety may have a Bleſſed Influence on all 
who are placd under him, and prove effectual to the e- 
ſtabliihing the Happineſs and Tranquility of his King- 


dams. 


Laſlly, A Good Prince exrends his Views ro Diſtant 


Times; and, not contented to provide for the Happineſs of 


his immediate Subjects, rakes care that Poſteriry may reap 


the Advantage of his Good Government. A Wiſe Father, 
mov'd with a juſt Affection for his Children, would cndeavour 

to eſtabliſh their Fortune on lo laſting a Foundation, that his 
Offepring, for many Generations, might enjoy the Benefit of 
bis Care and Pains. In like manner, a Good Governour, who 
is the Father of his Country, under the Influence of an equal 
Ienderneſs for his Subjects, when he has, by all the Arts 
of Policy, and Wife Management, ſented. them in a State 
of Tranquility and Peace, will be loth to leave them 
in an uncertain and precarious Condition; but would put 
it out of the Power of their Enemies, ſo far as Human 
| Diſcretion will permit, ro moleſt and diſturb their Happinels. 
lie would fain ſecure ro Future Ages, thoſe Privileges 
which his own Subjects do enjoy. Nor is ſuch a Governour 
a meer Chimera : Inftances can be produc'd of Princes, who 


with unwearied Applicarion, have provided for the Continu— 


ace of chat Happineſs chey have inveſted their People in the 
Poll mon of. Iwill name bar one; our late Bleſſed King, to 
c hom we ſtand indebred for preſent Happineſs. Nor let me 
| be rhought to ſpeak of him too often: Where there is a grate- 

fal Senſe of B-refi:s receiv'd, there will be a frequent Mention 
of the Benefadtor. This Good Prince, after innumerable Ser- 


vices he had done his Country, after he hazarded his Life in 


frequent Battles for us; after he had relcu'd us from rhe 
Teeth 


hn} 


Proteſtants or as Engiiſhmen, we could value; could not 


tinuance of the Bleilings he had procur'd to us, by obtaining 
that Act of Settlement, to which we owe our preſent Gracicus 
Sovereign, and our Hopes of a long Race ot Proteſtant Kings 
deſcendivg from him. 

All which Conliderations are an abundant Proof, that a 


E Wile and Good Governour is a fignal Token of the Affection 


which God bears to that People, over whom he places him 
and are enough to convince us, both of our Own Happinels, 
and of our Obligations to Almighty God, who has fo 


of fo bright and illuſtrious a Character, renowned through-— 


obur all Europe for his Wildom and Goodneſs, Fer if 
ever the publick Weal were regarded in the Management 


of Affairs, it has been fo under his Adminiſtration. He has 


than the ſtated Laws of the Realm. Thus our Happineſs is 


made equal ro our Wiſhes ; and we have ſuch a Prince fer o- 


ver us, as a Wile Nation would chuſe to be governed by. 


: What remains, but that with united Hearts we beg of God 
race to make a due Improvement of fo invaluable a Mercy, 

by repenting ſorrowfully of our paſt Wickedneſs, and by an 
univerſal and conftant Obſervation of the Divine Laws. This : 


if we do, we may promiſe our ſelves further Inſtances of his 


Grace and Favour 3 that he will protect our Gracious Sove- 


reign from all Aſſaults and Conſpiracics of his open or ſecret 
O Enemies; that he will, to all rhe Glories of his Reign, add 


that of determining thoſe unhappy Conteſts which divide the 
| Hearts and Affections of his Subjects; and that he will in due 
lime reduce us all to a Spirit of Unity and Love. But if we 


Vices, by the gentle Methods of Love and Kindneſs, we may 
juſtly fear, leſt he ſhould give us over for a Prey to the Op- 
| preflorz and ſuffer thoſe that hate ns, to be Lords over us: 
his has been his Method of procedure heretofore, as appears 
by thoſe Threatenings contain d ip Scripture to this effect: 


F 2 3 Lord, 
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: Teeth of the Oppreſſor, and had reſtor'd to us all, chat either as 


think of leaving us, till he had made Proviſion for the Con- 


far delighred in us, as to advance ro the Tl hrone a Prince 


made Juſtice the ſole Standard of his Actions. He encroaches 
upon no May's Privilege, nor endeavours to wreſt from him 
any thing to which he has a Legal Right. In all the Courle 
1 of his Reign, he has made no Approaches towards Arbittary 
Power, and ſeems to deſire no other Meaſures of Government 


1 wa in our Immoralitics, and will not be reclaim'd from our 


And the FS) —_ will I give over into the Hand of a cruel 
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appointed, to ſucceed in his future Attempts againſt this Church 
and Nation» Then ſhould we learn, by woful Experience, 


Country where there is no ſuch thing? With what reaſon could“ 
we expect the Preſervation of our Excellent Church, from 


Whole Life was employ'd in pulling down the Altars of God, 
and in eſtabliſhing Idolatry and Superftition, by all the bloody 
Methods of Perſecution ? Wherefore let us break off our | 
| Sins by Righteouinels, and become an upright and obe- 
dient People. Then may we reaſonably hope, that God, | 

Who in his merciful Providence, put the Scepter into his | 
Majeſty's Hands, will, in anſwer to our Prayers, grant him a 
quiet and peaceable Poſſeiſion of it 3 that he will give a Spirit 
of Wiſdom and Underſtanding to his Connſeilours, and cauſe 
the Oppoſition of all his Enemies to fall before him 3 and, fi- 
nally, that the Return of this Day's Solemnity may be of a 
long Cominuance that Religion and Piety may flouriſh all 
his Days; and that before he exchanges his Temporal for an 
Eternal Crown, he may have the Satisfaction of ſeeing Peace 
and Unity eftabliſh'd in our Iſrael, Hhich God of his inſinite 
Goodneſs grant, for the ſake of Feſus Chriſt our Lord: To whom 
wih the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed all Honour, 
Glo , and Prove, now p and for e ever. Amen. 


Lord, and a fierce King ſhall rule ver them, Iſa. 19. 4. Andif | ; 
we flatter our ſelves that we are delivei'd from thole late Cala. | © 


mities which threatned us, to repeat our former Abominations, | © 
Jer. 7. 10. God may juttly {cou: ge us, as he did the Egyptians, 


by the Hand of a fierce and cruel Governour ; ; and luffer the 
fame Enemy, whom, in compadſion to us, he has already dif. 


” 
* i 
4 * _- 3 . eee Aw 


what an unhappy Difference there 1s berwix: the Revenge and | 


Indignation of a Tyrant, and the Mildneſs and Clemcncy of | — 


our Lawfal Sovereign. For what could we expect from a 
Man nurſed up from his Infancy in an Arbitrary Government, 


and ſtrongly prejudic'd againſt us for detaining from him the | Tl 
Crown he challenges as his Right > What, but the diſmal Re. | 


compence of Rage and Cruelty 2 How could we hope ro en- 
joy our Property under one, who has beea educated in a 


him, who has been train'd up in a quite contrary Religion; 3 
and who has been form'd after the Example of a King, whole 


37 


** - PI 


j 8 E R M 0 N IV. 
g Preachd Noventer 5. 1 1716. 


6 


PSALM RS 


17; he Lord bath done great things for Us © whereof 
2 we are glad. 


H E Mercies which upon this Day we annually | 
commemorare, were ſo exceeding great in them- 
(elves, and have been attended with ſuch bleſſed 
- Conſequences ever fince, that as it is not very be- 
coming, fo it is hardly poffible, to ſpeak of them 
N | withour uncommon Demonſtrations of Joy. There were ſuch 
' | manifeſt Tokens of the Finger of God in them, ſuch plain 
Marks of his peculiar Love unto this Church and Nation, that 
we have equal Reaſon with the Jews in this P/alm, to confels, 
That the Lord hath done great things for us. For as they re joy- 
dced in the Divine Goodneſs which deliver'd them from their 
Captivity to the Kings of Bubylon; we celebrate a repeated 
Prelervation from a no leſs formidable Bondage. We there- 
| fore, as well as they, ought to exult and triumph on fo juft an 
Occafion ; and ſay with chem, The Lord hath done great things 
for us; therefore we ure glad. 
That my Diſcourſe upon theſe Words may not be unſuita· 
ble tothe Deſign of our preſent Mering, 1 ſal! obler ve this 
plain Merhod. 
Firſt, To ſnew what thofe great things are, wth God 
has done for this Kingdom, and which this Day 1 1s deligned ro 
preſerve the Remembrance uf. 
Secondly, Whut an abundant round of Joy this 1 18 ro all true 
| Lovers of our Church and Nation. 
In ſpeaking tothe Et of rheſe, I ſhall conſider, 
Fitſt, The Happineſs this Kingdom bath enjoyed fince the 
| Reformation, with reſpect both'to Religion and Civil Govern- 
ment, and What our Enemies have endeayour'd to eſtabliſn in 4 
de toom of it. eee Secondly, — t 
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Secondly, God's great Goodneſs in diſappointing their Ar: 


tempts, and in preterving to us that Happineſs they have el 
deavoured to remove. in the _ 


Firſt place, 1 am to conſider the Happineſs this Kingdom 


: hath, by Goa's good Providence, enjoy'd fince the Reformati- 


on, With Reſpect both to Religion, and to Civil Government; 


and what our Enemics have ende avoured to eſtabliſh 1 in the T7 
[room of it. 


Firſt, with reſoe} to Religion And hens we can boaſt 


WY it, with the greateſt Juſtice, that the Religion eſtabliſh'd 


amon git us, is nothing elſe but pure Primitive Chriſtianity ; 
that it contains all thoſe Points of Faith, which were deiiver'd 


by the Apoſtles to the Churches, and which are preſerved in 
the Sacred Re poſitory of Holy Scripture; and that it rejects 
all thole ablurd and impious Doctrines, which bold Men 
have preſum'd to build upon that Foundation; and, in ſhorr, 
every thing that is not expreſsly contain'd in, or cannot by 
juſt conſequence be deduced from the Writings of the Old and 
New Teſtament, But our Adverſaries, not contented ro be 
tried by a Rule, which they foreſce will condemn a Multi- 
tude of their own Doctrines, pay very little Reſpect to the 
Deciſions of Holy Scripture, unleſs taken in the ſenſe in which 


the Church underſtands it, to whom, as they pretend, the 


ſole Right of interpreting it does belong. And therefore, for 
their own Convenience, they have ſet up another Standard; 

namely, unwruten Traditions; by the Favour of which, they 
have added to our Creed a Number of their own Inventions ; 

| many of them profane and impious, and all of them abſurd 

and falſe. Thus their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, is as 


wicked as it is ſenſeleſs, For after having taught us, that the 


Body and Blood of Chrif,rogether with his Soul and Divinity, 
gare really, truly, and ſubſtantially iu the Sacrament of the Eu- 
cChatiſt; z they add, that the whole Subſtance of the Bread is 
turn'dd into the Body, and the whole Subſtance of rhe Wine 
into the Blood of our Saviour; and yer it ſo comes to paſs, as 
they add in the very next Article, that whole and intire Chriſt is 


received under one Kind only; which is as much as to ſay, that 


tho' the Bread 1s turned into the body of Chrift only, yer it 
contains his Blood too: And tho the Wine is turned into the 
Blood of Chriſt only, yet it contains his Body too: And tho 
dur Senſes, one would think, might be allowed as competent 


Witneſſes in ſo plain a Caſe, yet we are charg'd not to hearken 
to their Evidence; for what we e ſec and rafte to be ee and 
ine, 


r 
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Wine, is only the Body and Blood of a Man, under the Acci- 


dents of Bread and Wine; that is, there is the Colour, the Tatte, 


and Quantity of Bread and Wine; but whole and entire Chriſt 
is containd under every Particle of that Bread, and every Drop 
of that Wine. Was ever Doctrine ſo fraught with Contradi- 


1 tions ? Nor is this meerly an Errour in Speculation ; 5 but it is 


attended with very fatal and pernicious Conſequences: For as 
- our moſt holy Faith is productive of good Fruits, and has a bleſ- 
© ſed Influence on the Lives and Practice of thoſe who heartily 

embrace it; ſo the Errours of Popery, and the ſuperadded Arti- 


cles of their Belicf, fail nor of having a dreadful Influence on 


the Behaviour of ſuch as do receive them. Thus under prerence 
that whole Chriſt is contained under each Element, the Church 


| of Rome denies the Cup unto the People, in Contradiction to 


the expreſs Command of our Saviour, Drink ye all of this, In 
like manner, becauſe of the ſuppoled Change, which follows im- 
mediately upon the Conſecration of the Hott, they give the ſame 
Divine Worſhip and Adoration to it, Which they give to Al- 
mighty God. A moſt palpable Idolatry, to be abhorr'd by all 

& Chriſtians | And left the People ſhould be ſharp ſighted enough. 
to diſcover this, together with their other groſs and abomina- 
ble Errours, they very carefully conceal the Scriptures from 
their View. And tho' they thus barbarouſly detain from them 
| the Bread of Life, they pretend Kindneſs all the while, and do 
i upon this charitable Account, left that Heavenly Food ſhould 
| turn to Poyſon, and they ſhould wreſt Divine Truths to their 
on Deſtruction; tho' St. Peter, who made that Obſervation 
concerning ſome in his time, never thought of adviſing the 
Chriſtians to whom he wrote, not to look into the Bible, but 
only admoniſhes them to take heed nor to be led away with 
che Errours of the Wicked. 


On the contrary, it is our Privilege to be Members of a 


Church, which not only permits us to read the Scriptures at 
our own Leiſure and Diſcretion; but which commands our 
Attendance and Attention, when the ſame are read publickly 7 
in her Aſſemblies, She enjoyns no Doctrines, which ſhe is 
unwilling to have try'd and examin'd by them. She has no 

Intereſt ro ſerve by the Blindneſs of her Members nor ap- 

proves of a Devotion, which has Ignorance for its Parent. 
But the Church of Rome knows well enough, that ſhould ſhe 


allow her People to converſe as freely with the Scriptures as 


we do, they would grow 2 to continue of her Commu- 
Ul 


nion long, and conſequently, that her Treaſures would quick- 


a | 
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ly fiak: For many of her Doctrines are contriv'd, purely to 


advance the Grandeur, and enlarge the Authority of a Clergy Þ 
already grown too Tyrannical. Such are her Doctrines of 
Purgatory, Indulgences, and Works of Supererogation 3 z Which is 
a cunning Device, whereby the Merit and Satisfaction ef 
thoſe who have been Righteous over- much, are, at the 


Church's Diſcretion, to be trausferr'd to others; ; who, not ha- 


ving been Righreous enough themſelves, ſtand in need of ſuch | 
Aſſiſtances. But you may be ſure, the Good Works of thoſe F 
Saints are not fo far undervalu'd, as to be given out for no- 
thing. She reaches likewiſe, that Attrition, which is but 2 
Concern of Mind, ariſing from a Fear of Hell, rogether with | 
_ Confeſſion to a Prieſt, and Abſolution from him, are ſufficien Þ 
to procure Remiſſion of Sins, and an Entrance into Heaven. 
Thus does ſhe enervate all the Arguments and Motives to 4 
Good Life; and flatters Men with groundleſs Hopes, that the; Þ 
Z may obtain the Rewards of Righreouſnels, without ever be. 
coming Righteous. For by what means can we reaſonably ! 
hope to prevail with Men to relinquiſh their Sins, and live 
vertuouſly, when they are perſuaded, that tho“ they go out of Þ 
this World unprepar'd for Heaven, they may be reliev'd after. 
Wards, by the Prayers and Interceſſions which ſhall be made g 


in their Behalf, by thoſe who ſurvive them. 


But, thanks be to God, rhe Church of England wackes in 
Concurrence with the Holy Scripture, that it is not enough Þ 
to ſay, Lord, Lord, and to make a Frunleſs Profeſſion off 
Chriſtianity 5 bur that he only, who does the Will of our Heal 
ven y Father, ſhall enter into the Kingdom of Heaven ; tha 
without Holineſs, no Man ſhall ſee the Lord ; that i is needfulf 
for us to bring forth Fruits meet for Repentance; and tha 
nothing but Reformation and Amendment of Life, will enti-Þ 
tle us co Remiſſion of our Sins, and Everlaſting Happineſs | 
This all this, is the Na: ural Conſequence of hat Faith, which Þ 


we make Profeſſion of, 


And then, as a farther un of our 1 our Faith $ 
is not only free from all Mixture of Errours, containing on] 
the pure Truths of God; but our Worſhip is uncorrupt and] 
able to no Juſt Exception, We worſhip che one only Living | 
and True God. We allow him ovly, 1o be the Object df 
Divine Adoration, who is inſinicely Perfect; who, by reaſon 
of his Omaiſcience, is intimately acquaiated with our Necetl 
ties and Was; aud who, by reaſon of his Almighry Power, 

its able to beſtow * us, . thing which his Wiſdom thinks 
proper 
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proper for us. And we apply our ſelves unto him, only thro' 
the Merits of our Lord jeſus Chriſt ; and all the Mercies 


which we crave, we ask, not upon the Account of any Wor- 


rhineſs in our {elves, nor for the ſake of any Righteouſneſs 


and Merit of the moſt Perfect Saints on Earth: For as we 


own but one God, fo we acknowledge but one Mediator 
between God and Man, the Man Chritt Jc\us. Beſides, we 
worſhip God in ſuch a Way, as conduces moſt effectually 
ro the promoting of his Honour, and our own Edification. 
We know, that thoſe Services, which are the Labour of the 
Lips only, in which the Devotion of the Heart does not ac- 
company the Words of our Mouths, are of no value in the 
Sight of God; that when the Miniſter prays in the Name of 
the Congregation, if our Hearts do not joyn with him, if our 
inward Deſires do not keep pace with his outward Expreſſi- 
ons, it is no more our Prayer, than if we were a thouſand 
Miles diftant from him; and therefore we rightly conclude, 


that Publick Prayer ovghr to be perform'd in a Language uni- 
verſally underſtood, that ſo all may joyn in it, and be edity'd 


by it. But the Church of Rome thinks it not enough to wor- 
ſhip God only; bur pays Divine Honour to Angels and Saints; 
nay, to Things of an inanimate Nature, as, to Images and 
Pictures; as if God were not as jealous of his Honour now 


under the Chriſtian, as he was heretofore under the Legal 
| Diſpenſation, when he ſaid, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy 


God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve; and again, Thou ſhalt not 


| make to thy ſelf any graven Image, mor the Likeneſs of any thing 

that is in Heaven or Earth. She derogates from the Honour 
of our Bleſſed Saviour, by joyning with him an innumerable 
Company of | Partners in his Mediatorial Office; as if his 
. | own Interceſſion were not ſufficiently prevalent with God, 
without the Aſſiſtance of the Blefled Virgin, whom they 


+ That the Reader may ſee, what Streſs that Church lays upon the Merit and 


. Interceſſion of their Saints, we need but conſult the Collects appointed to be us'd_ 


in Commemoration of them. It would be endleſs to enumerate all the Abſur- 


- dities they are guilty of upon this occaſion. As a Specimen of the Confidence they 


repoſe in them, I ſhall produce only the Colle& for the Feaſt of St. Nichilas, 


- Biſhop and Confeſſor, to be us d on the Sixth of December. 


Deus, qui Beatum Nicholaum Pontificem tuum innumeris dectraſti miraculis : 

tribue, quæſumus, ut ejus meritis & precibus, a gehen næ incendiis liberemur. Per 

Dominum noſtrum. = 8 5 VV | 

o God, who baft aderned the Bleſſed Nicholas, thy Biſhop, with numberleſs Mira. 

cles, grant, we beſeech thee, that by his Merits and Interceſſiuns, we may be deliver'd 
from Hell- Fire. Thro our Lord, Miſſale Rom ex Dectet. S. S. C. Trid. 
Antverp. 157 | | 8 
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ſometimes blaſphemouſly deſire to lay her + Commands upon 
her Son; as if Almighty God, or our Bleſſed Saviour, wouid 
grow forgetful of us, if they had nor Monitors to remind them 
of our Concerns ; or as if Saints and Angels were, like God, 
immenſe, and fo every where preſent, to attend to all who 
ſhould call upon them. Moreover, as ſhe is miſtaken in the 
Object of Divine Worſhip, fo ſhe is guilty of egregious Folly 
un her Manner of performing it. For the whole Service, is 


_ conflantly perform'd in a Language generally unknown, and 


_ conſequently unprofirable, What can be more ablurd, than 
ro expect that People ſhould join implicitly with the 
Prieſt, when, for ought they know, inſtead of pray ing for 
them, he may curſe them all the while ? Certainly, ſince all 
Languages, are alike underſtood by God Almighty, it is but 
reaſonable, that the publick Worſhip, | in any Country, ſhould 
be per fot nid in the Language of that Country; J am ſure, it 
is impolſible for the Generality of them, to confeſs their Sins, 
or expreſs their Wants, in any other. In ſhort, if a Man does 
not, as the Apoſtle exprefles it, pray with Underſtanding, he does 
not pray ar all; and what:ver he ſays himſelf, or is ſaid 
by another in his Name, is no Prayer, but inf gitficant 
Jargon. 
J Further, thoſe. Ceremonies, | which attend cur Worſhip; I 
ſapy, attend it; for they are no Parts of it; theſe Ceremonies 
are ſew in Number, innocent in their own Nature, grave and 
decent in their Ule. They are nor of the Nature of Charms; 
there is no prete nded Virtue or Power annex'd to them; 
they are fuch as can with no juſt Rcalon be objected againſt 
Oae of the mott planfible Pretences ailedg'd againſt them, 15, 
that they have been abus'd by the Church of Rome, tho? that 
is no good Argument, fince they are now reform'd from all 
: ſhadow of Abuſe. On the contrary, the Ceremonies of that 
Church, are ſo exceeding numerous, that a Man has need of a 
good Memory 10 count them, as they follow in her ſeveral 
Offices, "The vaſt Multitude of them does diſtract the Mind, 
and blunt the Edge of all Devotion. There is that Levity 
and Tndecence in ſome of oh em, which is alrogerher unſuitable 


to ine N and | Service. of N God. _ of 


TO 


— 
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them are moſt abominably Superftitious and Prophane, there 


being a Divine Power fancy'd to accompany them, and they 
being deſigu'd to drive away the Devil and to confer Grace. 
To conclude, it is another Inftance of our Happineſs, that 
thoſe Sacraments, which are of Divine Inſtitution, are rerain'd 
in our Church ; and that they are rightly and duly ad miniſtred 
amongit us, to che unſpeakabieBenctii and Edification of all who 
worthily partake of them. Whereas,the Church of Rome,to thoſe 


two our Bleſſed Saviour did appoint, has added five others, and 


aſſerts the Efficacy of them to depend, not on the Bletfing of 


God working in them, but on the ſole Intention of the Pricſt ; 


who, if he be a vicious Man, as it too often happens, or if he. 
bear a ſecret Grudge againk any of his People, may chuſe 
whether he will ever let them enjoy the Benefit of a Sacra- 
ment. Thus a Foundation is laid for moft perplexing Doubts, 
wherewith the Minds and Conſciences of the unhappy People 


may be perpetually diturbd: For how much ſoever they 


may be coavinc'd of the Neceſſity of the Sacraments, for any 
thing they can tell, they may never have recciv'd one; ſince, 


Whatever Prerences the Prieft may make, it is impoſſible for 
* them to be acquainted with his private Purpoſes and Deſigus. 


Thus, we ſee, what rhof: Religions Privileges are, which, 


by God's good Providence, we enjoy, and whar our Enemies | 
would gladly introduce in the? room of it. We enjoy the 


Proteſtant Reform'd Religion; that Pure and Unmix'd Faith, 
which 1s built upon the Foundation of rhe Apoſtles and Pro- | 


8 phers ; Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being rhe chief Corner-ftone ; and 


the Worlhip of God abſolutely free from all ſinful Mixtures and 


Corruptions. All this they would have us to part with; and in- 
Read thereof, they would obrrude upon dur Belief, a pack of 
Contradictions and Impoſlibilities. They would have us ex- 


change our Excellent Liturgy, all che Paris of which, are ex- 


preſs'd in that plain and unaffeted Language, which beſt 
becomes us in Divine Weit and which is obvious to every 


Underſtanding, for their Latin Service Book, which the 


grcareſt Part of ns do not underſtand, and which contains 
likewiſe, divers Addreſſes to oiber Objects beſides Almighty 
Cod. In ſhort, inftead of char Gravny and Simplicity, which _ 
is moſt ſuitable ro the Spiritual Rehigion we profeſs, they 
would have us to embrace all their Sup -rſticion: 5 Fopperies and 


Inventions, 
Secondly, I proceed now in 1 Sw Place, 10 conſider 


the happy Sate and Condidon of chas Nation, with reſpect 
| 53 | o 
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to Civil Government, And here, if we make Allowances 
for thoſe Miftakes and Errors, which unavoidably attend 
every Human Contrivance and Inſtitution, I believe, it will 
be allow'd, that we are as happy in the Conſtitution of our 
Government as any People in the World, The Happineis of 
every Part of the Society is manifeftly conſuired. Proviſion is 
made for the Support of the Juſt and Lawtul Authority and 
Prerogative of the Prince, and for the Security of all the Rights 
and Privileges of the Subjects. The Prince may not oppreſs 
the People, and invade their Property ar his own Diſcretion, 
nor are the People at liberty to withdraw their Allegiance, and 
rebel againſt their Governours when they think fit. Our Eſtates 
and Lives are not precarious; we are not liable to be diſpoſſeſs'd 
of the one, or depriv'd of the other, at the Will and Pleaſure of 
any one Man upon Earth. In a Word, our Government is ſo 
wiſely compos'd, as to preſcrve us alike, from Anarchy on the 
one Hand, and Tyranny on the other. Here every Man may 


fir under his own Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree, and 


enjoy with Quietneſs, the Fruit of his honeſt Induſtry, wirh- 
out Fear cf being forc'd from bis Family to bear Arms, or of 
having his Gods er Eſtate confiſcared, as the Caſe is in 


a Neighbouring Country. Here every Man is ſure to ſuffer 


no greater Burden, than himieif, by his Repreſentatives ſhall 
conſent unto, and approve of as needful to be laid upon him. 
But our reſtlets Enemies, would fain deprive us of this Happi— 
neſs likewile ; and inſtead thereof, would introduce Abſolute 
Monarchy, and Arbitrary Power: Words of an harſh Sound, 
and enough ro ftrike Terrour into the Minds of all who un— 
derftand them! Ic is a ſtrange Paradox, and deſerves not to 
be refured, which ſome Men have advanc'd ; as if thar fort of 


— Government did moſt effectually conduce to the Advantage 


of the Governed which has the Will of the Governour for its 

only Rule. As if it were not much better, to have our Re- 
Iigion, our Liberty and Property, and our Lives, guarded and 
defended by Wiſe and Good Laws, than to lie at the Mercy 


of a fingle Man, who may be as much a Slave to his Luſts 


and Paſſions, as the worſt of his Subjects. I pretend nor to 
aſſert, that every Abſolute and Arbitrary Governour, will make an 


ill Uſe of his Power, and employ it in the Deſtruction of his 


Subjects. Bur, I ſay, that conſidering the vicious Deſires, 
and inſatiable Appetite of Mankind, and that Princes are not 


exempted from the common Infirmities of Human Nature; 


but are as ſubject to Revenge, to Malice, and Covetouſneſs, 
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as other Men: I ſay, conſidering theſe things, they are cer- 
*rainly lafeſt, and io the beſt Circumſtances, who are fartheſt 
* our of the Reach of iuch a boundlels and extenſive Power. 
Pur this our Adverſaries would ſubject us to; and of Free- 
born Subjects, would reduce us into a State of Slavery and 
Vallalage. Bleſſed be God, who has diſappointed their Hopes, 
and rendred all their malicious Deſigas againſt us, unſuc- 
Neelsful: Which brings me to ie 5 
Second Particular; namely, to conſider God's Great Good- 
nels in baffling their Attempts, and in preſerving to us that 
Happineſs, they have endeavoured to deprive us of. It would 
be endleſs ro enumerate all the Artemp:s they have made, and 
all the Art:fices they have usd to deſtroy this Church and 
Nation. Thoſe Inftances which make this Day ſo remarkable, 
are back enough, and may ſerve inllead of all the reſts 
That barbarous Maffacre of the King and Royal Family, 
the Nobles and principal Commons of the Realm, which was 
deſigned to have been executed as on this Day, was ſuch a 
bloody and villainous Contrivance, as one would think the 
Heart of Mau incapadle ro coriccive. Bur, by a wonderful 
Interpoſition of Divine Providence, the Deſign was diſcover'd, 
and the Miſchief prevented; when it was juſt ripe for Exe- 
cution. Then indeed they were not ſtrong cnovgh to appear 
openly, and own their wicked Purpoſe. All vas wanagd 
with Secreſie and Cunning. A Mask and a dark Lanthorn 
u exe {unable to the Deſign they had then in Hand. But ſince 
tbar, you have many of you known the time, when Popery, 
and Arbitrary Power, have dar'd to throw aſide the Veil, and 
appear bareſac'd: Bur, thanks be ro God, they had each fo. 
gtim an Aſpect, and ſo deformed a Counterance, as ſcard 
the Nation into a wiſe Re ſolution, and made them lock for 
Aſſiſtance from abroad. Aimighty Ged was then cntreared, and 
*an{we:'d the Prayers offer'd up on our bebalf, by the Arrival 
of his late Glorious Majeſty King 1iliam,s ho generouſly ha- 
zarded his own Life tor the Preſervation of cur Religion and 
cur Laws; and whole great Mind was infiuenc'd with the 
ſingle View of reſcuing a free People from approaching Slave- 
ty ; and of concinuing to us the Enjoyment of the beſt con- 
\Rirured Government both in Church and State, that any Na- 
nion in the World can boaſt of. Thus were our Fears diſper- 
fed, our Hearts revived, and our Mouths filled with Songs of 
| Praiſe for our Deliverance, A Deliverance ſo great, and ſo op- 
. portune, that as it obliges us, in the firſt place, io make grateful 
A | Returns | 


ber late Majeſty, of Bleſſed en had never Swayed the 
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Returns to the merciful Author of it; ſo it can't fail of en. 
dearing the Memory of the Bleſſed Ipſtrument, to all who are 
Lovers of Brit iſp Liberty, and Proteſtant Chriſtianity. Moſ 
certainly, it is an Argument of the baſeſt Ingratitude, to revile 
the Memory of a prince, who preſerved unto us all we could 
count dear, and whoſe Interpoſition in our behalf was attend. 
ed with the happieſt Conſequences we could deſire or hope for: 


For without that, in all human Probality, we ſhould long ee But 
rhis time, have made a dreadfal Experiment of all the Miſe. the Le 
ries of Pr opiſh Cruelry, and Arbitrary Rule. Without that but : 

which, 


Britiſh Sceprer, And, to ſum up all in one Word, without Thar \ 
thar, the Proteſtant Succeſſion, the only Securiry of the Church] the Af 


of England, as well as of our Civil Rights, could never have mente 
taken place; but we muſt have been deliver'd up to certain 
Kuin under a Popiſn Governour. An Excellent Guardian | pineſs 
of a Proteſtant Church, as ſome Men in an Exceſs of Mad. Who! 
nels and Infatuation, would perſuade us to believe! Theſe where 
' Conſiderations are enough to convince an honeſt Mind, that it late th 
is a moſt invaluable Mercy we this Day commemorate ; and 33 


to reach us what great Reaſon we have to acknowledge, with 
the . Church, that the Lord hath done 2 — whole 
For us. markal 
What remains thaw bur chat whh her, we N our Jo | are for 
upon ſo juſt an Occaſion ; which was the laſt Thing | propos hom, 


to take notice of; namely, quietl) 
Fecondiy, What an abundant, Gronnd of Joy the Merciesþ ftudy ir 


we have been ſpeaking of, do afford to all true Lovers of oui] vs © 


Church and Nation. The Preſervation both of our Civil and from t. 
| Religious Intereſts, call for loud Acknowledgments, and is e. | Ler 
nough to excite in us, if we are not quite ſtupid, the ſubli- Ute 1. 

meſt Degrees of Joy and Gladneſs. All diſcontented and re- long hi 


pining Thoughts ſhould be baniſhed on this Occaſion; and 2 an * 
ith a 


Pleaſant Chearfulneſs be feen in every Countenance. O give a 
of his? 


thanks unto the Lord; call upon his Name; make known hi! IS « 

Deeds among the People Sing unto him, Sing Pſalms unto him; of his! 

talk ye of all bu wondrous Works, Pſal.105: 1, 2, 5. We ſhould, the Fac 
according to the Advice of the deyout Plalmiſt, ſpeak ro one all rho 

anorher of thoſe wonderful Inſtances of Divine Goodnels, would 
which ſo well deſerve ro be remembred by us ; and thereby 3gainft 
raiſe in each other's Breaſt, a Degree of Triumph and Exulta- l 
rle 


tion, which may plainly ſhow us to be ſincerely affected wins 


the Mercies we commemorate. We ſhould praiſe and magniie 
the 


N 
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ne Name of God for his unſpeakable Kindneſs in diſappoint- 
ing the repeated Attempts of our Adverſaries the Papiſts, and 
in continuing to us the PoſleTion of our Civil Rights and 


o 


privileges, as well as the Free Uie and Exerciſe of our Reli- 
gion; and in a Word, that he has not ſuffered evil Men to 
geſtabliſu thoſe Doctrines amongſt us, which are calculated 
only to exalt the Pride of their Ambitious Clergy, and to 


* 4 


* 


Emake Slaves of the People. " 


But whilft we are taking notice of the paſt Kindneſſes of 


the Lord, ler us not forget thoſe which we at preſent enjoy; 
but let us be thankful for the Good Government under 
which, by the favourable Providence of God, we now live: 
That we have a King upon the Throne, who has given us all 
the Aſſurances we can deſire, of protecting us in the Enjoy» 
ment of thoſe Privileges, which are the Inheritance of Englsſh- 

men: A King, who has ſolemnly engagd to make the Hap- 

pineſs of his Subiects the great Care and Concern of his Life: 
Who made this the Rule of his Government, in a Country 
where there were no Laws to controul his Will, nor to regu- 
late the Exerciſe of his Power; and who by a continual Ten- 
derneſs towards his People, is become the Object of their 


Delight, and the Darling of their Affections: A King, upon 


markable for Fidelity and a Regard to Juſtice, as his Enemies 


whole Word and Promiſe we may ſafely rely, he being as re- | 


are for their Treachery and Perjuries : In ſhorr, a King, from 
whom, if we could be prevaild with to live peaceably and 
© quietly with one another, not diſturbing his Government, but 
ſtudying ro do our own Buſineſs, we might promiſe our 
| ſelves all thoſe Bleſſings, that an obedient People can expect 
from rhe Adminiſtration of a Wiſe and Pious Prince. 


Let us then lift up our Hearts, with moſt humble Devotion, 


unto Heaven, beſeeching God, in Mercy to his People, to pro- 


long his uſeful and valuable Life; that he would inſpire all 


bis Subjects with a Tenderneſs of Affection for him, and 
with a Zeal and Reſolution, to hazard their Lives in Defence 


of his Sacred Perſon; that he would confound the Devices 
of his Enemies, that he would infatuate their Counſels, diſpirit 


the Factious Party, and cauſe the Fear of him to fall upon 


all thoſe, who are diſpos'd to rebel againft him; that he 


would ſupport him in the Defence of Religion and Liberty, 


againſt the Men, who would ſubject us to the Yoke of Pope- 


ry and Tyranny ; Men, who ſeem already to have imbib'd that 
accurſed Principle, that no Faith is to be kept with Hereticks z 
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bur that they may break thro' Oathsþ and violate the mall 
Sacred Obligations, in order ro accompliſh the Treaſons they 
bave plotted, ſince they have actually fought under his En: 


Heaven, not only on the Perſon of our King; but that it may 
deſcend in plentiful Showers on all his Royal Family, and that 
we may never want one of that Illuſtrious Houſe to ſit upon 
the Britiſp Throne ſo long as Time endures *' © 
+ | Theſe are Things of tuch near Importance to our preſent 

Happineſs, and which tend fo manifeſtly to ſecure this Happs 

nnels to Future Ages, that I doubt not of the Concurrence of 
all good Proteſtants in praying for them; and hope, that to 
every ſuch Prayer this Audience will ſay, Amen. 
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figns, whom they did abjure ; againſt him, ro whom they had 
ſworn Allegiance, And finally, let us implore the Blefling of 
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